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H E Truths that are han- 
dled in the following Trea- 
t e muſt be acknowledged to be of 
the greateſt Weight by all them 
who profeſs the belief of Serip- 


ture-Rewelation. Sinners may fear 
the extremity of all Miſery, if 
they be not led to Chriſt and at 
Peace with GO D. Real Be 
lievers can have no Comfort till 
they know that they have Chriſt 
for fa Refuge, — that GOD is 
not their Enemy but them Friend. 
Whether the Diſcourſe be managed 
fo, as to have a conduciveneſs to 
Promote the welfare of Immortal 
Souls, I leave others to Judge. 


It was compo ſed for a religious 


4 


AN 1 
P , 


Aﬀembly, and what was deliver- 
ed in the Pulpit com now from 
| — 774 apy materi 


7 


ount that diſcerning ar 


3 d Perſons, will 
allowatices for the and 
Style that rum throngh it. A 

ry ſmall "ſhare of ede will 
furniſh'\a Man with 4 Talent 70 
ammſe the generality of Hearers 
with unprofitable obſcuritys, and 
to raiſe them'a ſtupid Admi- 
ration o what they do not know 
or undlerſtund / "Bur for any one to 
peak the dee cep ny ſter tous Triths 
of the Gepe l 550 Juch 4 way as 
not to be 2 Barbarian to the 
Weak 7v 4 great Difficulty, and 
he that ſincerely ſets bim ef to 
tb it, ſhall have the Teſtimon y of 
a good Conſcience, when be 


oy the r Reward of 
F " . IV f "Mans 


„ 9%, 
* 


"= Lan AW. £ "MR 88 11 * rng x 


The preface. — 


Man's Applauſe and Adulation. 

I muſt crave the Candid and Fa- 
worable Interpretation of all Chri- 
ſtian concerning this undertaking : 
But I Beg the Patronage of none 
but only of him who is Prince o 
the Kings of the Earth, who 
was dead but now 1s alive, and 
Lives for evermore, *Rev. 1. 
18. If I can do Chriſt the leaſt 


Service by the Publication of this 
{mall Tract, and if it may be 


uſeful eber to 5 
who live without God in the 
World, or for the incouragment 
of them who are ſeching a hea- 
wenly Country, I have my Eud, 
and ſhall rejoice, 


January 30. 
1705. 


Richard Taylor. 
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ROC Nof Sabation. 


PSALM IXI. ii. 


Lead me to the RO 2 K 
that is Higher than I. | 


HEN we are Weak and 

W ready to Fall, the Senſe 
which we have of ON N 

ncy, muſt put us upon ſeeking. 

; ts When we are gn = 
Enemies, the Fear which we are un- 
der of falling into their hands, 


0 chu 4 el Refuge, 


mulſt drive us unto our Hiding- my * 
and when we are about to % 
muſt then lock to that Rok which 
can uphold us. FF 'v 'F 
3 2 , . * 
I T was 45 Senſe which the Pſal- 
1 had of his Danger, and the Care 
ich he had of his Preſervation, 
that made Him breath out his Requeſt 
to G OD," to lead Wm to the Rock 


which was higher gy be. 


F 


THIS Pſalm, as the Title of it 
ſnews, was to be ſung on \ ſtring- 
ed Toftruments, which were to- be 
play'd on with the hand, 1/a. 38. 20. 
Hab. 3. 19. It was Fram'd and Com- 
poſed by David when he was under 
difficult Exerciſes and Trials. It was 
from the end of the Earth, or from 
the place of his Baniſhment, and 
when bis heart was overwhelmed 
within him, that he pray d to GOD 
to lead him to the Rock that Was 
higher than he. Lead me to the Rock 
that i higher than J. It is as if he 
had ſaid, Lord, lead me to that 
Rock, to which; without thy help, 
cannot come, and eres (hall. 
8 de ſafe when I have got to it. 
* T. H AT 


W, 


4 . Rock ef Salbaflon. 
THAT in the Text which needs 


Explication, is to ſhew of whom the 
Noc here mentioned is to be under- 
ſtood. It muſt be underſtood of the 
Myſtical Rock Chriſt Feſas, - 1 A | 
ofier Two Reaſons tor this. 


1. I is under the Siwilitude F 4 ah 
Rock that Chriſt is repreſented, and 

et forth to us in the Seriptures. Nane 
but ſuch as are very ignorant of the 
Wor eee welt dang! this, not! 


2. MAN. in bis Fallen made can- 
not either have any friendly and fa- 
miliar converſe with GOD, or re- 
ceive any Covenant- Relief from him, 
but as he is in Chriſt. It is not now 
with G0 D as he is a. Creator and 
Lawgiver, but only as he ſtands in 
the Federal Relation of a reconciled 
and paciſied G O D, that a Sinner can 
have — mag - 4 : 
If the P/alariſs not in- . pe li- 
tend by the Rock the pro- * — oo 


med. 10 c 
— — — 


muſt mean by it, 60 D, as . — 
he is a Redeemer thro Chriſt *, | 32 
G0 D is not only infinitely | % © ſarit ube- 


"7a jn, Luther 
above us in the Glory of his 1 * 


Halm 130. 
B 2 Ma- 


® 


+. Ubriſta ſure-Refuge; © 
* Majeſty as we are Creatures, but his 
infinite Holinefs renders him every 
way "contrary to us as we are Sinners ; 
and therefore as we are Sinners, we 
can have no Encouragement to come 
8 GOD, without a previous know 
e of his being infinitely Merciful, 
ready to receive us in Chriſt. 
G0 D is our Rock, but it is ## Chriſt 
that he is ſo. By the Rock in the 
Text I ſhall underſtand Chriſt ; and 
I hope herein I do not offer the leaſt 
Violence to the true natural and ge- 
nuine ſenſe of the Words. The Do- 
arine which 7 (hall raiſe mms the 


11, bo Ty We Roe, 
© Fhat * * led. 


m ſpeaking to this Dodrine I tall 

FR Three things: 
I. I ſhall ſhew, pes 
ſire to be led-to the _ Chrilt 

- Jeſus. 4 Ws 

M. I ſhall ſhow e 6 n hn 
muſt lead us to Gy as heis a 
Rock. | 
m I ſhall ance Application of the 
Doctrinal Tru. 


Y 


LL 


. 


” 


_ GOD proclaimed when he paſſed by 


2 — 3 — | 7 4 
and a Rock of Salvation. 


na has,” Why we maſk -dar 
fire to be led to the + Rock Chriſt Feſws. 


ſhall lay down Four Conſiderations, 


or enforcing Reaſons, which may 


move us to delire this. 


* 


1. We muſt get into the Rock Reaſon 1, 


Chriſt Jeſus that we may get a ſaving 
and a ſpiritual Sight or Knowledge of 
GOD. It was in the hole of the Rock 
that Moſes ſtood when he ſaw the 
Back-Parts of GOD. Exod. 33. 22, 
23. the Rock wherein Moſes ſtood 
was a Figure or Type of the promiſed 
Meſſiah; this is what botli Ancient and 
Modern Writers will allow, and which 
ſome of the moſt Conſiderable Hebrew 
Doctors will not deny. The Name 
of GOD which Moſes heard pro- 
claimed, do's evince that the true Meſ- 
ſeas was pretigured and typified by the 
Rock. Exod. 34. 6, 7. The name 
which Moſes heard proclaimed is that 
which Chriſt came to manifeſtand de- 
clare. Jobs 17. 6. I have \( faith 
Chriſt) manifeſted thy Name. What 
Name? I Anſwer. That Name which 


Moſes ſtanding in the hole of the 
Rock. The Lord God, merciful and 
$3 4 B 3 gracious, 


I - 
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Chriſt 4 ſure Refuge, 
 gtacione, lang ſuffering , abundant in 
Goodneſs and Truth, keeping Mercy for 
Thouſands, forgiving 1 niquity, Tranſ- 
greſſion and Sin. This is the Name 
of GOD which Moſes heard pro- 
claimed, and it has a fragrancy, and 
=—_ ... » ſuperlative ſweetneſs i in it to revive us 
2 wy hen we are even ready to be ſtruck 

Dead under che loud and terrible 
Thunders of the Law. We muſt get 
into the Rack that we may hear the 
Name of GOD proclaimed, which 

= (is a ſweet 4 poured out, and 
| that we may get meas and piricul 
= een of Cod. 
7 


. ˙ . , , ,. — — — — __ 
l * 


1. IT is inChriſt that \ we get ſuch 
a a Sight of God as elevates and raiſes 
up our Hearts to a believing depen- 
[dance on him. When we {ee 'G O D 
| in Chriſt; upon a Throne of Grace, 
= with his Face full of affectionate 
X Smiles, and with bis Arms open to 
Embrace us, this is a Sight Of him 
that excites us to a fiduciary Reliance 
on him. When we are in the Rock, or 
when we look to it, we then get ſuch a 
mpſe of the Glory of God,as draws 
up our Hearts from Earth to Heaven, 
and Unites n to heavenly things. 
| 2. IT 


and a Rock of Salvathn. *' 7 N 

2. II is in Chriſt. that we get a 
Sight of GOD that renders GOD al-! 
together /ovely and comfortable. When 
we are without the Knowledge of 
Chriſt, and eſtranged from him, there 
is then nothing appears in the Face | 
of -GOD, but Terror, and we Gan ; 
ſee nothing in our Selves but Dark- 
neſs and-Di(pair., It is in Chriſt that. 
we may ſee GOD Jaying the Foun- 
dation of our Happineſs, whereon 5 
Mercy will be built up for ever, It 
is in Chriſt that we may get a Sight of 
God's Fulneſs, when we have a ſence 


» 
* 


of our own Emptineſs. be of . 
3. II is in Chriſt that we get a . 

Sight of G0 D that changes us into 

his Image, and reſtores: his likeneſs in 
us. 2 Cor. 3. 18. When we behold as in 4 
glaſs the glory of the Lord we are then 
changed into the ſame image from glory 
to glory, by the ſpirit of the Lord, a | * 


* 
bo 2 


* 


WHEN we are Ignorant of Chriſt, 
we may by the Excrciſe and Improve- 
ment of Reaſon, know that there is 
42 60D, and we may know him in the 

Unity of his Eſſence and in ſeveral of 
his Attributes and Perfections: But 
Wig nf 'B þ == 


* 


* Chriſt 4 ſure Refuge, ' 
all the Knowledge that we have of 
vGOD while we are out of Chriſt, 
Jeaves us in our Unbelief, it Admini- 
ſters no Comfort to us, and it makes 
no Change upon our Hearts. When 
Men come under the Convictions of 
. Sin, ſo as to be troubled for it, and 
are not lead to Chriſt, they can then 
ſce GOD no otherwiſe than with a 
flaming Sword in his Hand, lifting 
up a Standard, preparing the Wea- 
ns of Death, drawing forth his 
Bow of Steel, and ready to carry them 
away as with a Tempeſt. What can 
this work and beget in them but Fear 
d Deſpair ? | 
A 


Reaſon 2. 2. IT is in the Rock Chriſt Jeſaus 
* that we may find a Shadow — 
and Refreſh us, J. 32. 2. 4 man 
ſpall be as an hiding place from the Wind, 
and a covert from the Tempeſt : as Ri- 
vers of Water in a dry place, as ibo 


ſoadow of 4 great Rock in a weary 
Land, , F: , 1 
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IT. would be a great injury to the 
Truth, as well as a Reproach to the 
Eyangelical Prophet, if we ſhould 
imagine that he roſe no higher in his 
„ e 
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and a Rock of Salvation. 
thoughts about the Man that he here 
Deſcribes, than the Perſon of Heze- 
Hab or ſome other earthly Prince. 
It was Chriſt that he had in his Eye, 
and he ſets him out under ſuch Signi- 
ficant Alluſions as muſt render him 
moſt Precious to them that have felt 
the Burden and Weight of Sin. 

1. HE is faid to be a hiding place 
from the Wind. Chriſt is the ſame to 
the Soul, that a place of Shelter is to 
the Body, from the violence and injury 
of Wind and Weather. 


2. HE is a Covert from the Tem- 
ſt, or from a Storm wherein there is 
both Wind and Rain. 


3. HE is as Rivers of Water in 2 
dry place. He is more refreſhing to 
Sinners, than a Spring of Water is to 
a thirſty Traveler in a dry Deſart. 


4. HE is as the Shadow of a great 
Rock in a weary Land. A weary 


Land is a Land wherein Men are rea- 
dy to Faint for Heat and Drought. 


| The Shadow of a Rock is exceeding 


grateful to Faint and Weary Perſons. 
1. IT 


10 Cbriſt a ſure Reſuge, 
1. IT is the cooleſt: Shadow, and 
ſo gives the greateſt Refreſnment to 
them who are almoſt ſpent with * 
1 of Heat. | 


2. IT is a permanent Shadow: 1 

is more durable then the Shadow of a 
1 Cloud which brings down the Heat 
in a dy place. Iſa. 28. 5. the Shadow 

[| | jofa Cloud is fleeting and not fax'd; 
[| "but the Shadow of a Rock is abiding, 
| It is under the elegant, and apt Simi- 
litude of the Shadow of a great Rock 

ina weary Land, that we are led to 

| know what the Covering and Refreſh- 

ment is which Sinners may find in 

» Chriſt. When the Conſcience | of 
Sinners is wounded under the ſenſe of | 
Guilt, when their Sins are (et in Battel 
Array againſt them, and ſtand. before 
them in their black and tremendous 
Aggravations, when the Law demands 
from them a perfect Obedience, and 
becauſe *of their deficiency herein, 
es a condemning Sentence upon 
them, which they in themſelves cannot 
keep off or avoid, and when the Fite 
of God's juſtice begins to burn againſt 
them, it is not then to be expreis d 1n 


Word: how great their Diſtreſs 1 
3 I 


and 4 Rock of Salvation. 1 
If chey look within they ſind there a 
) guilty Conſcience to upbraid them. 
| It they look into the Law, they do | 
there ſee a charge drawn up againſt s 
them which they can never anſwer. 
If they look upwards they may ſee a 
powerful. incenſed GOD ready to 
puniſh them for the many Thouſands 
of their Tranſgreſſions. If they look 
downwards they may there ſee a 
Tophet of Wrath prepared for the wick- 
ed, and for ſuch as they muſt acknow- 
ledge themſelves to be. All this can't 
but fill them with the greateſt Anguiſh 
and Trouble, When Sinnersare ready 
to be burnt up with the Fire and Heaty 2 
of GOD's Juſtice, what is it that i 
gives them Relief, and proves to be a 
Security to them? I Anſwer, It is the 
Shadow of Chriſt wherewith they 
are not only covered, but refreſh d. It 
may be ſaid, How comes Chriſt 44 
this Shadow? I Anſwer, Ie is by the 
Aſſumption of our Nature, and by 
what he did for us in our Nature, that 
| he comes to be a Shadow tous. 808 


F FOR the full anſwecing of this, 1 
| muſt lay down Three things. "1 


1. CHRIST 


12 
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I. CHRIST as the ſecond Per- 


ſon in the Trinity aſſumed our Nature, 


and was God and Man in one Perſon, 


that as Man he might have a Nature 
wherein to ſuffer, and that as GOD 
he might have a Nature wherein to 
Batisſie for Sin, and to render his Obe- 
dience of infinite Value. He was 
equal to God, the Perſon offended. 
Phil. 2. 6, 7. When he was in the form 
of a Servant, and made in the likeneſs 


of Men he thought it no robbery to be 


equal to God, becauſe it was his na- 


tural and inſeperable Right and Due to 
be ſo. Becauſe Chriſt was Equal to 
GOD the Merit of his Obedience be- 


came Infinite, and the Vertue of it 


is Eternal. 


2. CHRIST in our Nature, and 
as the Surety of Sinners, fulfill'd the 
whole Law. He fulfill d the Precep- 
tive Part of the Law. Again, he un- 
derwent the Penal Part of it in its ut- 
molt Severity ; he bore the Wrath of 
GOD, and was not broken by it. 
That which Chriſt bore would have 
broke the Backs of all the Angels. 
The Wrath of God is ſo heavy, that 
when it falls upon Angels or Men, it 

1 _ cruſhes 


dana Rock of Salvation. 13 
craſhes. them, and hurles them into 
Deſtruction: but Chriſt was not bro- 

ken by the Wrath of God when it lay 

upon him. I/. 42. 4. he ſball not fail, 

nor be diſcouraged, or broken. This was 

the Promiſe of God to Chriſt. When 

the Wrath of God without Mixture, 

falls upon any of the Creatures, they 

muſt then groan under it to Eternity, 

and will never get from under it : but 

Chriſt bore it, and overeame it by 

his own Power, becauſe he was the 

ſtrong God. Ads 2. 24. it was not poſſi- 

ble that he ſhould be held by the pains of 

death. The Pains of Death were from 

the Wrath of God which would have 

held faſt the ſtrongeſt Creatures from 

ever riſing from under them, and if 

Chriſt had not been GOD as well as 

MAN they would have held han. It 

was becauſe he was GOD that it was 
not poſſible for. him to be held by the 
Pains or Bands of Death. He broke 
the Bands of Death aſunder and ſwal- 
lowed up Death in Victory. The 
Obedience of Chriſt to the Preceptive 
and Penal Part of the Law was ſo 
Full, and the Dignity of his Perſon 
put ſuch a Worth into it, that it pur- 
chaſed not only the Redemption of 
Sinners 


+ - © 
— — . — > pA. tC Amn er oo om rr — = 


| ny 


a Rightand Title 1 them to all the 


Cb 2 een 


Sinners from the greateſt Miſery, but 


Glory of Heaven. GO D has ſuch 
large thoughts of Love to Sinners 
that they are without Bounds and 
Dimenſions, and yet the Obedience 
of Chriſt is of equal extent to all the 
Gracious Purpoſes of GO D's Heart. 
It Merits whatever GOD intended 
to give, and therefore it not only 
Redeems us from Eternal Death, but 
purchaſes the — Inheritance 
for us. Rom. 5. 17. For if by one 
Man c offence death reigned by one, much 


more they which receive abundance 


grace — of the gift of Wr e 


21 feige in life by one Jeſus Chriſt.” 


. THE Obedience or Righteod: 
neſs of Chriſt, conſidered as a Surety, 
is imputed to Sinners. When Chriſt 
knew no Sin, yet it was laid up 
him, and he was puniſhed for it, 
that they that had committed ĩt might 
be pardoned. Chriſt became Sin by 
imputation, when there was no Inhe- 
rent Spot or Defilement in him; 
that they who had no Righteouſneſs 
of — might be Juſtified by a 


Righteouſneſs — which is Su- 
periour 


. and s Rock of Salvitin. 


periour to the Righteouſneſs of the 
Angels in Heaven. As not the EffetZs 
of Sin, but Sin it ſelf, in its Guilt, 
was imputed to Chriſt, becauſe if he 


had not been Criminal by Imputation 


he could not have been juſtly puniſh- 
ed: So it is not the Effects of Chriſts 
Righteouſneſs, but the very Righte- 
ouineſs of Chriſt it ſelf that is imputed 
to us, and it is the only Righteouſneſs 
for which we are juſtified D 
60 D. 


- THE Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as 


it is imputed to us is this Shadow, and 
it is that which Hides and Covers us 
from the Fire of GOD' Eternal 
NN 


WHEN we were deſervedly the 


Marks of all the Arrows of GOD's 
Eternal Vengeance, and when the 
Terrors of the Almighty were march- 
ing againſt us, then Chriſt chang d 
States with us, ſuffered the Pains of 
Hell, bore the Wrath of God, took 
our Sins upon him to anſwer for them, 
and gave us his Righteouſneſs that it 
might be our Shadow and Covering 
from the Fire of G O D's 3 
O 
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_ 16 4 Chriſt 4 ſure Refuge, 5 
Oh Sinner! When thou haſt once 
got under the Shadow of Chriſt, how 

great is thy Happineſs! Thou mayſt 

ll. then look upon GOD as he is « 

ö 3 conſuming Fire, and yet call him thy 

| GODin Covenant, and expect from 

him « Kingdom that cannot be ſhaken. 

i Heb. 12. 28, 29. Thou mayeſt walk in 

the Fire and not be burnt, becauſe thou 

haſt the Shadow ofChriſt toScreen and 

Cover thee; To ſpeak in the Words 

of the Church, Canticles 2. 3. Thou 

mayeſt fit down under the Shadow of 
| Chriſt with great delight, and the fruit of 

1 his Croſs will be ſweet to thy taſk. _. 


| Reaſon z. 3. TT is from the Rock Chriſt Je- 
| ſus that the Water of Life flows out to 
| gquench our Thirſt. It was out of the 

Rock that Water did Run for the 

People of 1/rae! to Drink. Exod. 17. 6: 
| Numb, 2. 11. The Rock out of which 
1 Water did come for Iſrael to Drink in 
= the Wildernefs was typical of Chriſt. 
1 1 Cor. 10. 4. They did all drink the 
is ſame ſpiritual Drink, | ¶ for they drank 
| | of that ſpiritual Rock that followed them, 


i . Wn THET 
* 0 


— 


| and a* Rock of Salvation. 
THEY did al (faith the Apoſtle) 


drink the ſame Spiritual Drink. viz. 
Water out of the Rock, which is call'd 


Spiritual Drink, becauſe it was Sym- 


bolical or Sacramental, and repreſent- 
ed that to their Faith, which was not 
Evident to their cen(e. They did all 
drink of the ſame Spiritual Drink, but 
they did not all do it Spiritually. 
They had not all a Spiritual Frame 
8 they drank of the Water out 
of the Rock and they did not all un- 
derſtand its Spiritual Reference and 
Signification. When the Rock was 
Smitten, Water did then Run out of 
it; ſo when Chtiſt was Smitten of 


God the Water of Life did then Flow 


from Him. He was ſtricken and Smit- 
ten of God, and it pleaſed the 
Lord to bruiſe him and to put him 


by 


to grief: Iſa. 53. 4, fo. When he 


was the only begotten Son of GOD, 
arid when CO D lov'd him with the 
Love of a Father, yet he puniſhed him 
that he might Vindicate his broken 
Law and do Right to his injared Ho- 
linels, When Chriſt ſtood in our 
Stead, he felt the Strokes of GOD's 
Wrath. Why did GOD Strike and 


Smits: Chriſt? I Anſwer, That out 


S of 
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of him might Flow the Water of Life, 
whereof if we Drink we ſhall Thirſt 
no more. John 4. 14. Whoſoever (faith 

i Chriſt) drinks of the water that I ſhall 
give him ſhall never thirſt. When any 
one has drunk of this Water, it may 
then be ſaid of him in different Re- 
ſpects that he do's Thirſt, and he do's 
not Thirſt. He has a Thirſt of Com- 
placency, but not a thirſt of Total Iadi- 
gency. 3 | 


1. A complacential Thirſt after 
Chriſt is increaſed in a Believer, He 
cannot but Thirſt for more of Chriſt 

till he come to Drink at the full Foun- 
tain. He that do's not Thirſt for 

more of the Water of Life, never 
drank of it. Every Ray of Divine 
Light encreaſes in us Delires after a 
Clearer and more unclouded Viſion. 
When we are come to the dawning of 
the Day, we Long for the Day- 
light, when we have the Day-lipht, 
we wiſh for the Rifng-Sur, and 
When that appears, we are not ſatis- 
"tied till we ſee it in its Meridian Lu- 
ſtre. As it is in the Knowledge which 
* We have of Chriſt, ſo it is in the Taſt's 
— that we have of the Water of = 
0 The 


— 
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The more we drink of it, the more 
our Thirſt is raiſed till we come to 
drink of the Rivers of Pleaſure that are 
at the Right Hand of God for evermore. 
Pſal. 16. 11. This is a Bleſſed Thirſt, 
and they that have it ſhall be filld. 
When the Deſires of unregenerate Men 
are craving and reaching after the 
ſordid and trifling Things of this 
World, Believers are then thirſting 
after things that are of infinite Conſe- 

uence, even the Great and Glorious 
things of Chriſt, wherewith the very 
Heart of God was fill'd from Eter- 


nity. 


2. WHEN a Belieger drinks of 
the Water of Life that flows out from 
Chriſt, then, his Thirſt of Total Indi- 
gency is quenched, When Men are 
out of Chriſt they know nothing but 
Wants, becauſe their Luſts are always 
much larger then their preſent Enjoy- 
ments. When their Delires are unrea- 
ſonable they are alſo boundleſs, 


for they enlarge their deſires as Hell. 


Hab. 2. 4. The Deſires of the Soul 
cannot be confined. within a narrow 
Compaſs, but they exceed all Bounds, 
and Limits, and Purſue not only 
C 2 _ what 
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what is known and ſeen, but alſo 
what Men find wanting in the things 
they Enjoy. In the higheſt Fruition of 
worldly Things there is diſſatisfaction, 
andVexation, becauſe of the inſuſficien- 

cy, and emptineſs of all things here. 
The World may afford a ſort of ima- 
ginary Comentment to them that are 
 brutified in their Tempers and Diſ- 
poſitions: But it eannot Adminiſter 
true Satisfaction to any one who is 
not wholly divefted of the Exerciſe 
of his Reaſon. The deſires which 
Sinners hwe after the things which 
they want in the World are endleſs, 
and ſo many Deſires as they have, ſo 
many Idols they Erect to themſel ves, 
and every new Idol that they ſet up, 
proves a Spring of new Sorrows. 
Fhey that do not believe in Chriſt 
can have no real Satisfaction any 
where; They intangle themſelves in 
many Difficulties and fill their Souls 
with endleſs Diſturbances and Diſtra- 
ions. They are always in want, and 
their indigency becom's their Trou- 
ble and Torment: But when a be- 
lieving Sinner driuks of the Water of 
Life that comes from Chriſt, he is 
5 then 3 eee amy 
2 . ; * 
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Altho he Thirſts for more of Chriſt; 
yet he do's not Thirſt for any thing 
that is out of Chriſt, becauſe there is 
not any good thing that he can Thirſt 
for but it is in Chriſt. When the 
World is gone, and Fails him, when 
all Friends forſake him, and when the 
Verdure of the Creature is withered 
and blaſted, then a Well- ſpring of 
Life, and Criſtal Streams flow out of 
the Rock to delight his Soul. The 
Rock not only affords him Water to 
drink, but'pours him out Rivers of Oil. 
Job 29. 6. When we come to the 
Fountain of living Water that is in 
Chriſt, then our Thirſt is quenched, 
and all our Deſires are ſo far ſatished 
that we reſt contented in what we 
have, and in what we ſhall have here- 
after. We cannot deſire any thing 
for the Spiritual Being of our Grace, 
or for our Eternal well-being in Glas * I 
ry, but we have it in Chriſt, .becauſg; | 
it has pleaſed the Father that in him 
ſhoulal all fulneſs dwell, Col; 1. 19. When : 
any one has drunk of the Water of | 
Life, he has then no Reaſon to Com- 
plain of Emptine:s, he may be Poor, 
and may: have nothing in this World, 
and yet he poſſeſſes all things, becauſe 
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in having Chriſt he has all things. 
We may ſay of him as it was ſaid: of 
one of the Twelve Tribes, Dent. 33. 
23. O Naphtali ſatisfied with favour, 
and full with the bleſſing of the Lord. 


Reeſe . 4. TT is the Rock Chriſt jeſus that 
is our Strength and our Foundation. 


1. H is our Strength. 
II. HE is our Foundation. 


1. Chriſt is our Strength, and he 
is ſo, for our Defence and for our 
Security. g | «ih 


1. HE is our Strength for our De- 
fence againſt all Enemies and invading 
Evils. We muſt lay hold of this 
Rock and go out againſt Sin, Satan, 
and all our other Enemies in the 
ſtrength of it. The leſs we truſt 
in our Selves, and the more we truſt in 
this Rock, the ſtronger we ſhall be. It 
is Chriſt that gives us the Victory aver 
the body of death that we carry about with 
10, or the ſirength of Sin iz our own 
Hearts. Rom. 7. 24, 25. Again, It 
is Chriſt that pull's downtheenſigns of 
the Devils Empire, and Deſtroys his 
| |; .. Power, 
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Power. Rom. 16, 20. When G OD 
breaks the Devils Head, and bruiſes 


isaGODot Peace, and it is only in 
Chriſt thatheis a GOD of Peace to 
us. Again, It is Chriſt that can give 
us Peace in, the midſt of the greateſt 
Trouble, and he can give us Peace or 
Deliverance from Trouble. Mica. 5. 
5. This Man ſball be the Peace when hs 
Aſſyrian ſhall come into the Land. 
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him under. our Feet, he do's it 2s he 


-w2 


>. 
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Jy 2. HE is our Strength for our Se- V 


curity, or to preſerve that which we 


commit to him. 2 Tim. 1. 12. 1 
know in whom I have believed or truſted, 
and I am perſwaded that he is able to 
keep that which I have committed unto 
him againſt that Day, Every Believer 
truſts Chriſt with his ſoul and the Sal- 
vation of it. The Salvation of his 
Soul is that which is his greateſt con- 
cernment. If his Soul te leſt, then 
all is loſt: But if his Soul be ſafe, 
then all is ſafe. When a Believer 
truſt's Chriſt with his Soul, he truſts 
him with all he has, and Chriſt will 
_ take care of that which he intrult's him 
with, and put's into his Hands. Chriſt 
never breaks his Word, or betray's 
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bin Truſt, becauſe he is True and Faith- 
ful, and he never Fails to ſave the 
Souls that are committed to him, becauſe 
he is Omnipotent. As he is the Faith- 
ful GOD he will fulfil his Word. 
And as he is the Almighty GOD, he 
will ſave all the Souls "that are left to 
his Conduct. It is Chriſt that gives 

us Life, and that can Maintain us in the 
Poſſeſſion of it. John 17. 2. Thou 
haſt (ſaith Chriſt * of him- 
ſelf o GOD. the Father) given bim 
Power over all Fleſh, that he Gould give 
Eternal Life to as many as thou haſt gio+ 
en him, Eternal Life is infinie Hapi- 
neſs, and this is given and ſecured to 
us by the infinite Power and wage 
of Chriſt. | 4 


2. CHRIST is Our Foundation 
to Support and bear us up under all 
Weights and Preſſures. wi 1.4 


1. CHRIST is our 9 Foun-| 
dation. 1 Cor. 3. II. For other Foun- 
dation can no Man lay, than that which 
is laid which is Jeſus Chriſt. Miſtak- 
en and Ceceived Sinners lay many o- 
ther Foundations, but they can iy no 
other Foundation that wilt hold, or 


ſtind. | 2. HE 


and a Rock of Salvation. 


2. HE is à ſure Foundation. I. 


28, 16. I lay in Zion (lays 
GOD) for a Foundation, a Stone, a 
tried Stone, a precious corner Stone; 4 
ſure Foundation, he that believes ſhall 
not make haſt. Chriſt was a Founda- 
tion lay'd in the Eternal Decree” of 


2 5 


GOD, and when” the fulneſs of 


Time was come, the Decree was ex- 
ecuted, and then he was a Foundation 
lay'd in Zion. When he is a precious 
corner Stone to Cement and Knit to- 
gether the two Walls of the 7eme and 
Gentiles, he is alſo a ſure Foundation 
to Support and Uphold the whole Fa- 
brick and Building of the Church. 
Chriſt is a ſure Foundation, and there. 
fore, he that believes ſhall not make haſt. 
He that Reſts his Soul upon Chriſt 
{hall not in his Straits and Diſtreſſes, 


be like Men at their Wits- end, who 


Run backwards and forwards, and 
Embrace indirect Means to Extricate 
themſelves out of Danger: but he 
(hall in the Hope and Expectation of 
a good and ſuccesful Iſſue, with great 
Tranquility of Mind, depend upon 
Chriſt for the performance of all his 
Promiſes. Chriſt is a tried Stone and 


4 ſure Foundation, and none that are 
wee | | built 
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built upon him ſhall ever be aſhamed 
of their Hope. | m_— 


3. HE is a ſtrong Foundation, and 
can Support us under the ſt 
Weights and Burdens. Sin when it 
is felt, is a great Weight. The Reaſon 
why Men do not cry out of Sin, is 
not becauſe they are without the 
Weight of Guilt, but becauſe th 
are without Life, and have no ſe 
of their Burden. They that are dead 
in Sin do not feel the Weight of Sn. 
It is with them as it is with a Man that 
is dead and without a Natural Life, 
it we could roll a Mountain of Lead 
upon his Back, he would not Feel or 
BGBroan under its Weight. It is even 
ſo with them that have the Guilt of a 
multitude of Sin's lying upon them, 
and yet are inſenſible of their Burden. 
Why are they without a ſenſe of it? 
I Anſwer, Becauſe they are without 
Life. When a Man has any degree 
of Spiritual Life, then Sin becom's the 
heavieſt Burden to him in this World. 
Pſal. 38. 4. Mine iniquities (lays 
David) are gone over mine Head as 
an heavy Burden, they are too heavy for 
are. All the Creatures in a” 

re 
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Earth cannot bear up the Heart of a 
Man when he is preſſed down under 
the Guilt of Sin. If all the Angels in 


Heaven did unite their Strength toge- 


ther and did imploy it all to ſupport 


one Sinner that is ſenſible under the 


Burden of his Guilt it would not be 
ſufficient to bear him up, but he would 
fink into a Gulph of Diſpair. If a 
Sinner be left to ſtand under the 
Weight of his Sin, it ſoon becomes a 
Burden inſupportable: But when he 
com's to the Rock Chriſt Jeſus, when 
he truſts in him and relies upon him, 
he is then bore up altho he have the 
Weight of innumerable Sins lying 
upon him. Before he comes to the 
Rock one Sin is enough to ſink him 
into Hell: But when he com's to it 
all his Sins put together, if they be 
more then Man's Arithmetick can 
reckon up, cannot preſs him down or 


hinder him from riſing up as high as 


Heaven. | 
* 
4. HE is aneverlaſting Foundation 
I. 26. 4. Truſt ye in the Lord for 
ever: For in the Lord Jehovah is 
everlaſting Strength; or the Lord Je- 
hovah is the Rock of Ages. —— 
| re 
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* ſhort Span of Time will bring 21 


other Foundations to Ruin, but Chriſt 
is a Foundation that will ſtand 
throughout the endleſs Ages of Eter- 
nity. Prov. 10. 25. The righteous is 
an everlaſting Foundation, We may 
better Read it thus, the Righteous 
have an everlaſting Found ation, The 
Righteous have a Foundation that 
will continue the ſame for ever. 


5. HE is a Foundation that can't be 
.; ſhaken or moved. He is a Rock that 
the moſt violent Storms can't -over- 
turn and when the deep and ſwelling 
Waters are ready to go over our Heads 
they cannot over- low our Spiritual 


Rock, becauſe he is higher than we. 
Chriſt is a Rock that infallibly ſecures 
the ſtanding of them that are built 
upon him. Mat. 7. 24, 25. —— 
ever hear's __ ſayi — mine, 
doeth them, I will 710 en him —.— 4 
wiſe Man which built his houſe upom 4 
Rock: And the rain deſcended and the 
s Came, and the winds blew, and 
beat upon that houſe : and it 2 not, be- 
cauſe it was founded on a Rock, The 
Words that I have Read, and the two 
next Verſes are the Epilogue of 
id Chriſt's 


and a Rock of Salvation. 


Chriſt's firſt Sermon. he divides his 
hearers into two Companies. 


1. INTO them that build upon the 
Rock, and they are compared: to a 


Wiſe builder. 


2. NTO them that build upon 
the Sand, and they are likened to a 
Fooliſh builder. 


WHEN a | Sinner believes in 
Chriſt, and when he Sticks and 
Cleaves to Chriſtin the Promiſe, he is 
then hike a Wiſe Man that builds his 
Houſe upon a Rock. When fore 
Afflictions and outward Calamities, 
like Showers of Rain, are poured 
down upon him, when the Floods of 
Perſecution with a Swift and Violent 
Torrent beat againſt him, and when 
the Wind's of Satans Temptations 
blow-upon him, yet- he Fall's not. 
He may fear falling and may think 
that he is but held by a weak Twig 
from falling into Deſirudtion, bur 
fall he do's not, and cannot. It may 
be ſaid, Why? I Anſwer, Not be- 
cauſe he holds the Rock, but becauſe 
the Rock hold's him. The _ 

taat 
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that he ſtands upon can never be over- 
turned or fink under him, and the 
Rock holds him ſo faſt that he muſt 
ſtand while the Rock Stands. A Be- 
lever and his Rock are diſtinguiſhed, 
but they are Myſtically one, and ſhall 
never be divided. If we ſuppoſe 
that all the external Afflictions in the 
World did come upon a Believer, if 
all the Perſecutors on Earth ſhould 
have nothing to do but to Torment 
him, and if all the Powers of Hell 
were let looſe to Tempt him, yet they 
would not be able to deſtroy hisFaith, 
and to ſeparate him from the Rock 
whereon he is built. This is not 
from a Believers Faith, becauſe Faith 
conſidered in it ſelf as it is a Creature 
might fail: But it is from the Pow- 
er of Chriſt which is engaged to keep 
alive a Believers Faith. The Power 
of all the Creatures is but a finite and 
a limited Power, but the Power of 
Chriſt that ſecures the ſtanding of a 
Believer is Infinite and Almighty. 
The Devil and all other Enemies can- 
not deſtroy a Believer, unleſs they 
could pull down and break to pieces 
the Rock whereon his Faith is built. 
A Believer may Slip and Halt, but he 
— Can- 


There is but one Rock whereon we 
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cannot fall irrecoverably into a loſt 
State; becauſe he is united to Chriſt, 


and is fixed upon a Rock that is im- 
ble againſt all Aſſaults. When 
has got upon the Rock he is then 
ſecured from the Floods, as well as 
covered from the Wind and the Rain. 
The Gates of Hell, or all the Power 
and Policy of Hell cannot prevail a- 
gainſt him. ; 


OH! That I could deeply Affect 
my ſelf as well as you with what 1 
am now going to ſay which is this. 
There is a Flood coming which will 
be more dreadful then that which 
drown'd the Old World, becauſe it 
will not be a Flood of Water but a 
Flood of Infinite Wrath, and it will 
be aFlood without any bottom or end. 


can ſtand and eſcape this Flood, even 


the Rock Chriſt Jeſus. If we be not 


in him the Flood will Sweep us away, 
and we muſt Eternally ſink into the. 


bottomleſs depth of GO D's Diſplea- 


ſure. We are forever ſafe if by Faith 
we be built upon the Rock: But we 


are never out of Danger, and we ſhall 


anavoidablyPeriſh if we be not. _ 
i9 
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this be ſo, then there is nothing that 
wie ought to Deſire more than to have 
the Rock for our Foundation, and 


there is nothing that we ought to fear 
morethen a State of Diſtance froth 


him. 


2. I ſhall ſhew who it is that muſt 
lead us to Chriſt as he is a Rock. In 
doing this I ſhall ſpeak to two things, 


1: WE cannot 80 of our Selves to 
Gn. till we be led. 


2. IT is GOD that muſt lead us to 
Ch iſt. | | f 
F: 1. WE cannot go of our Selves to 
Chriſt till we be led, becauſe of our 


Impotency and becauſe of our Obſti⸗ 
nacy. * 


4 


1. WE are of our ſelves Impotent 
| and cannot 80. 1 Re 


2. WE areof our ſelves Obſtinate 
and will not go. 


1.WE are of our 1 and 


cannot goto Chriſt if we be not led. 
eil A 


rere a. 


and a Rock of Salvation. 


1. A Sinner has no Natural Pow- 
er to believe in Chriſt, he lies as a dead 
Branch till G O D Graft him into the 
true Vine, for it is he only that is able 
to Graft him in. Rom. 11, 29. * 


TWO Men may fit under the hear- 
ing of the ſame Word and he that 
has the weakeſt Intelectuals may go 
away a Believer, and may paſs from 


is of ſtronger Parts is hardened in his 
Unbelief. Why is it ſo? I 7 a 
Becauſe GOD TE the one to Chriſt 
when he leaves the other in his Sins, 
— a Sinnek is raiſed up to a lively 
Hope, as it is a product of abounding 
overflowing Mercy, ſo it is the 
Fro Chriſt's Reſurection. x Pet. 
3. Bleſſed be the God and Father 
if — Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ( faith the 


Apoſtle) which according to his abun- 


Death to Life, when the other who 


dant Mercy has begotten us again unto 


a lively hope by the reſurreFion of Telus 
Chrift from the dead. It is a Work of 


Infinite Power, as well as of Infinite 
Mercy,to raiſe a Sinner from the Dead, 
— to 4 him to believe in Chriſt 


wr” 2. Wh 
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2. WE are of our (elves Obſtinate, 

and will not go to Chriſt if we be not 

led. John 5. 40. Te will not come 

xnto me that ye might have life. There 

is ſuch a ſtrong Averſion and Preju- 

dice in the Hearts of Sinners againſt 
-Chriſt that when they are left to them- 

ſelves under the Convictions of Sin 

they chuſe rather to deſpair than to 
believe in him. - It is becauſe of 
à rooted' Prejudice that Sinners 
have againſt Chriſt that he be- 
com's to them a Stone of Stum- 
bling and a Rock of Offence. 1 Pet. 2. 
75 8. unto them which be diſobedient, 
he-is a ſtone of ſtumbling and 4 Rock of 
fence. Unbelieving and - Difabe- 
dient Sinners Stumble at Chriſt, and 
when he is the only Rock that can 
fave them, he becom's to them, thro 
their own unbelief, a Rock of Offence. 
They Ship-wrack and Ruin their 
Souls, and Split upon him, like Ma- 
riners that run their Ships upon the 
Rocks. It may be ſaid, How com's 
this Obſtinaey and Enmity to be in 
the Hearts of Sinners againſt Chriſt 
that makes them altogether unwilling 
to come to him? 1 Anſwer, It 8 
from three things. | 1 
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1. II is from the Darkneſs that is 
upon the Minds of Sinners. They 
do not ſee the Glory and Excellency of 
Chriſt, and therefore they have Meat 
and Low Thoughts of him. There muſt 
not only be a Scripture Revelation 
of Chriſt, but there muſt be a Su- 

rnatural Work of the Spirit to en- 
lighten the Underſtandings of Sin- 
ners to fee and know Chriſt before 
they can believe in him. The exter- 
nal Revelation of the Word may be 
had in its compleat fulneſs, hen yet 
the Minds of Sinners may be covered 
with Midnight Darkneſs ; and ſo 
long as the Minds of Sinners are dark- 
ened they will lightly eſteem the 
Rock Jeſus. Det. 32. 15, he did 
forſake God that made him and lightly 
ee med the Rock of his Salvation, © 


2. IT is from the Hatred that Sin- 
ners have againſt the Purity and Holi⸗ 
neſs of Chriſt's ways. It is the deni- 
al of ſinful Self that offends Sinnets a- 
gainſt Chriſt. They are as unwil 
to part with their Luſts, as the Dum 
and Deaf Devil was to go out of the 
poor Mans Son, that he had long poſ- 
ſeſſed. Mark 9. 20, 26. Sintiers are 
* D 2 2 
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ſo deſperately ſet upon their Luſts, and 
Captivated by them, that they will 
ke. 3 venture to be bound in Chains 
for ever, than to deny themſelves for 
a few Hour's here, they will rather 
forfeit the Life to come, and Damn 


their Souls to Eternity, than Mortifie 


their Corruptions. Any one Luſt that 
Rules in the Heart of a Man, will ſe- 
parate between Chriſt and him. - It 
was the love of the World that parted 
the young Man and Chriſt. Mat. 19. 
21, 22. He had a mind to have been 
doing ſomething in Religion, but 
when Chriſt Struck at his Luſt of Co- 
vetouſneſs he went away ſorrowful, 
for he had great Poſſe ſſions. When 
Sinners are given up to the Luſt of 
Covetouſneſs, they will not then lay 
alide their purpoſes of viewing their 
Farms, and proving their Yokes of 
Oxen, to come to Chriſt. When they 
are addicted to Pleaſure, they will then 
Peremptorily Reject Chriſt, rather than 
deny themſelves as to their Volup- 
tuouſnes. Lule 14. 18, 19, 20. Whensin- 
ners walk according to the will of the 
Fleſh, and follow their unbridled Ap- 
petites, they do not then conſider that 
the Tranſitory Pleaſures: of this Life 


"will 
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will never be a Recompence for the 


ſcience, and the Miſery of a burning 
Lake of unquenchable Fire. 


2. IT is the denial of Righteous Self 
that proves the greateſt Obſtacle of all 
to Sinners in coming to Chriſt. | 


THIS was the break-neck of the 
Jews. Rom. g. 32. they ſtumbl'd at 
Chriſt, and he was as a ſtumbling 


Stone to them. Why? I Anſwer, 


Becauſe they ſought not Righteouſ. 
neſs by Faith, but as it were by the 
Works of the Law. There are ſome 
Impreffions ofa Covenant of Works 
left in the Hearts of all Men, and 
therefore it is agreeable to the Senti- 
ments of their Natural Conſcience to 
have Recourſe to GOD in their di- 


Torment of a perpetual ſtinging Con- 
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ſtreſs : But there is a ſtrong and in- 


flexible Enmity in their Spirits againſt 
Chriſt, and it is that which turns them 
away from him, GOD conferred 


"* 


as he is the Creator of all wy as 
he is the Avenger of Evil, and as he 
is the Rewarder of them that do well, 
has a Teſtimony in the Natural Con- 
ſcience af Sinners, and therefore 
-'. ae 


D3 when 
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when they are convinced of their 


Wretched and | Woful State, and are 
ought under the Senſe of Guilt, they 
en betake themſelves to duties, and 

tremble before GOD as he is the Puni- 

ſher of Sin. Natural Conſcience tell's 
them that GOD. is the Perſon of- 
fended, and he muſt be fatisfied, 
he is angry, and he muſt be appeaſed, 

and that it is againſt him that they 
have ſinned, and none but he can remit 
the Puniſhment which is due to Sin. 


Natural Conſcience will excite Men to 


do this, and yet at the (ame time it 


will oppoſe their coming to Chriſt, 


roy z and it is contrary to the 


aa obſtruct 5 coming of Sin- 


becauſe Conſcience put's them upon 
ſeeking Life and Salvation by a Cove- 
nant of Works and encourages them 


to ſtick to their own Righteouſneſs, 


To goto Chriſt and to believe in-him 
is contrary tothe way ot Nature, and 
ta all the Operations of a | Natural 


ride of Man's a Heart, becauſe when 
ve believe in Chriſt we muſt go out 
of our ſelves, and off from all we do, 
and muſt expect all from -Chriſt. 
This do's ſo croſs the Stream of Na- 
ture, that there is nothing do's more 


Nerz 
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ners to Chriſt, than a leaning and 
cleaving to their own Righteouſneſs, 
When the Houle is {wept from the 
groſs part of Sin, and is garniſhed 
with the ſuperficial Paint, and Var- 
niſh of Morality and ſelf Righteouſ- 
neſs, yet after all this is done, if it be 
empty of Chriſt, the Devil's Empire 
in its greateſt Strength will be —— 
bliſned there. Mat. 12. 44, 45. 
When Men ſettle upon the Lees of a, 
Moral Reformation, and go no far- 
ther, there 1s then a greater Reaſon to 
fear the irrecoverable loſs of them 
when they have a conſident Opinion 
of their own Worth, than there is of 
the greateſt and worſt of Sinners. 
Some Publicans and Harlots Repented 
and Believed in Chriſt, and ſo entered 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, when 
the Phariſees that truſted to their own 
Works were ſhut out. Mat, 21. 32. 


- curus but the Stoick, Philoſophers that 
were greater Enemies to the, Goſpel 
than others. AFs. 17. 18. It may be 
ſaid, why were the Stoicks, who were 
reputed the moſt Vertuous of all Hea- 


then Philoſophers, ſuch ſtiff O 1 
{ers aß the —_ of the Go 


It was not only the fol lowers of Epi. 
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I Anſwer, They afferted that a Man's 
Happineſs was 1 ſomething in bim- 
ſelf, and therefore they could not di- 

geſt the Doctrine of the Goſpel, be- 
cauſe it took them off from their ſelf 
2 and ſtruck at their darling 
inion, which plac'd the Happineſs 
of a Man in the Vertue of his Mind. 
It is eaſier to reduce Sinners to Moral 
Vertue, or the external part of Obe- 
dience, than to Faith in Chriſt, and 
therefore they are greater Enemies to 
the Goſpel than they are to the Law. 
It it be asked why? I Anſwer, It is 
becauſe the Goſpel call's upon them to 
deny their own Righteouſneſs. The 
Law acknowledges a Man to have a 
Righteouſneſs of his own, and it 
ſpeak's to him as being under a Cove- 
nant of Works: But the Goſpel 
teaches a believing Dependence and 
Reliance on Chriſt, and the abſolate 
denial of Self-Righteouſneſs. Again, 
the Law puts a Man upon truſting to 
his own Power : But the Goſpel 
rings him to deſpair of his own 
PP h. Again, The Law encou- 
im to ke for his own Reward: 
op the Goſpel ſtrips him of all — 
owns worthand pur! s him upon ex 


Qing 
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thro' Chriſt, not only as a Gift but 
as a Free Gift, or as that which is 
freely given. | 4 "1 


2. ITis GOD that muſt lead us 
to Chriſt. It is he only that can lead 
Sinners to the Rock Chriſt Jeſus. Job. 


#5 
ging and receiving all from GOD 


6. 44, 45. No Man can come unto 


me except the Father which has ſent 
me draw him. Every Man that has 
heard and learned of the Father com 
unto me. It is by the light of the 
Word and Spirit that GOD ſhews 
Sinners how all their Righteouſneſs 
and Strength is in Chriſt, and it is by 


the Power of his Spirit that he leads 


them unto him. It was a directive 
Motion from G OD that brought 
all the Creatures that were preſerved 
from the Flood into the Ark with 
Noab. Gen. 7. 8, 9. It may be call'd 
a ſupernatural Inſtinct that guides Sin- 
ners, when they are led unto Chriſt. 
It is not a blind Enthuſiaſtick Motion, 
becauſe a Man thatis led by it hasthe 
higheſt Reaſon for what he do's, and 
he has the moſt Neceſſary End for 
what he do's, even the Eternal Sal- 
vation of his Soul: But when he 7 
| 


42, 
led unto Chriſt, he then Acts above 


| 9 off from the Rock. 


— Spirit has led a Sinner to Chriſt, 


2 4 eee it 


the Power and all the Principles of 
Reaſon.” When a Sinner is led unto 
Chriſt, it is GOD that turns his 
Heart and brings him to Reſt on 
Chriſt; To believe in Chriſt is moſt 


difficult when GOD leaves us to 


our Selves, becauſe then all that is 
within us riſes up againſt Chriſt : But 
it is eaſie to believe when G O D leads 
us to Chriſt, becauſe when GOD 
leads a Sinner to Chriſt, he can have 
no Eaſe, Quiet or Satisfaction in his 

irit till he come to him, and when 
he is come he hangs upon him. The 
power of GOD: holds him faſt to 
the Rock Chriſt Jeſas, and he — 


rr may be id; When uit that we 
are led by G0 D to Chriſt? To 
this I ſhall Anſwer in Three Things. 


1. WHEN GOD by his Word 


the Simmer is then incouraged and im- 
boldened to come unto the Father by 
the Son for a gracious Acceptance, 
and to be declared Righteous in the 


Sight of GOD upog, the 


Account 
of 
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of Chriſts Righteouſneſs. Jobn 14. 
6. No Man com s unto the Father (ſays 
Chriſt) but by me. It is in the other 
place that was mentioned before, No 
Man can come unto me except the Father 
draw him. viz. No Man can believe 
in me, or Apprehend me and my 
Righteouſneſs till the Father firſt draw 
him. It is here, 20 Man can cone 
unto the Father but by me. viz. No 
* Man can approach or draw nigh to 
GO Das he is a juſt Judge, to be ac- 
* quited abſolved and juſtified before 
* him, but only by me, and by relying 
on my Righteouſneſs as l am the ſure- 
* ty of Sinners. Altho we have here 
a ſeeming Inconſiſtency, yet we have 
no Contrad iction, but the glorious F 
Myſtery of our Redemption expreſſed | 
in few Words, which is this, GOD 
the Father leads Sinners to Chriſt, 
and when he has led them to Chriſt, 
Chriſt then receives them, puts the 
Beauty of his own Righteouſneſs up- 
on them, hides all their Blemiſhes, 
covers all their Spots and Defilements, 
and preſents them as acceptable and as 
faultleſs before GOD the Father that 
they may have his Favour and God 
Will for ever. 7 1/7 2x08 4 | 
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2. WHEN GOP. has led us 


- unto Chriſt, we can then live upon 


him by Faith. Gal. 2. 20. the life (lays 
the Apoſtle) which I nom live in the 
Fleſh is by the Faith of the Son of God 
who lov'd me and gave himſelf for me. 


. To live by the Faith of the Son of 


G0 D is not only to live a Life of 
Mortification and Self- denial as to all 
Sin : But it is to live upon Chriſt as 
ourRighteouſnels, and as the Spring of 
all Grace, and of every Vital Motion, 
It is to live upon Chriſt as he is made of 
God unto ws Wiſdom, Nag, 
SanTification and Redemption. 1 

1. 30. This is to live upon him as he 
is our Wiſdom, | to guide us in our 
return to G O D, as he is our Righte- 
ouſneſs to Juſtifie us, as he is a Spirit 
of Life to quicken and Sanctiſie us, 
and as he is our Redemption to deliver 
1 Wann. * 


a WHEN GOD has led us un- 
to Chriſt we then truſt in him as our 
only, and as our ſureſt Defence. We 
then ſay with Hannah. 1 Sam. 2. 2. 
There is no Rock like our God. There 


is none like him for Truth and Faith- 


fulneſs, for Powerand Strength, and 


there - 
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therefore he is deſetvedly the only 
Ground of our Confidence. Phil. 3. 3. 
We are the Circumciſion which worſhip 
God inthe Spirit; and. rejoyee in C 
Jeſus, and haven no confidence in the 
Fleſh. It is as if he had faid thus, 
Whatever the Jews out ofEnvy, Spite, 
Malice, Contention and Sullenneſe 
* Clamour againſt us, and report falfly 
© of us, we are they whoſe Souls are re- 
* newed and ſanctiſied by the Spirit, 
and we are made capable to offer up 

to GOD the Internal Adoration and 
Devotion of our Hearts. We are 
* they who rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, but 
have no Confidence in the Fleſh. 
When we take a view of the Merits 
© of Chriſt, and can believeth at he ſhed 
his Blood for us, we have then the 
greateſt cauſe to rejoice, but we do 
not, and we dare not in the leaſt truſt 
to our ſelves, or in our on Strength, 
* Graces and Duties, but we leok to 
Chriſt and to him alone for Juſtiſica- 
tion and Life. True Believers ex 
no Juſtification but by Chriſt's Righ- 
teouſneſs, and no Sancti fication but 
by his Spirit. 
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Tf ic be fo, that ye have come to 
80D the Father by Chriſt for Ac- 
ceptance, if ye live by Faith in Chriſt, 
and if he be the only ground of your 
Confidence, then ye are ſuch as GOD 
has led _ emen. | 


3. 1 ſhall * e of the 
DodrinalTruth. There are none of you 
| here but are either ſuch as are not yet 
| led to Chriſt, or ſuch as are led to 
bim, and therefore I ſhall apply” the 
Truth to both ſorts ra, you. 


1. IF ye be ſach as were never "Ve 
led tothe Rock Chriſt Jeſus, it will 
then appear from what has been ſaid, 
a. your Condition 0 very Miſe- 


1. WHEN ye une dot led 0 brit 
can have no ſaving Knowledge of 
E GOD but are ignorant of him, and 
| they that krow-not G0 D as well as 
that are diſobedient are puniſhed 
= with 3 2 2 Theft: 
| 
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2. 2. WHEN ye are not led to 


Chriſt ye have then nothing to cover 


| AD | 
* | | | you 
| | 
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you from the confi Fire of 
GOD' Infinite Wrath, and what e- 
ver {light thoughts ye may now have 
of the Anger of GOD, yet when it 
comes to fall upon you, ye ſhall find it 
to be too great for you to bear, and 
too n 6 
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3. WHEN ye are not led to Ctriſt 
can have nothing but —— Trou 
ble. and the Proſpect Future Pain 
and Deſpair, As Sin ** your Deformi- 
ty, ſo it is your Trouble here, and it 
will os — r nee 
12 2d 
q_ WHEN: ye are 206 led to 
Chriſt ye are without a Foundation; 


and muſt ſink into the Pit of Deſtra- 


tion. All this is True concerning 
you, and when ye hear it, ye are either 
inſenſible of it, and do not believe it, 
or ye have ſome ſenſe of it. 10 


1. IF ye be inſenſible of it, and 
do not believe it, we can then only 
warn you of your Danger, Pray for 
you, and with Commiſeration to your 
periſhing Souls, cry out and ſay, Oh 
That you did ** WOW in ay your 


| day 
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are two falſe and ſandy Foundations 
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day the things of your peace before 
erde hid from you Eyes. | 


| 2: IF you be ſenfible of whine Miſe- 
while ye are without - Chritt, and 
if ye have any deſires to be led unto 
him, then I ſhall lay down Three Di- 
rections which will ou for your ever- 
laſting Safety and Comfort if * fol- 
low Um. 


1 PRAY to GOD to lead you 
to the Rock that is higher then you, 
for he is only able to lead you to it, 
Take Shame to your ſelves uſe of 
pot Sins, bewail your forlorn and 

Ipleſs Condition; caſt your ſelves 
—— the Foot of God, implore 
his Mercy, and entreat him to put forth 
his Power to lead you to Chriſt, that 
thro Chriſt ye may have leave to come 


toGO D as a reconciled Father. 


2. WHEN ye are brought ſeriouſly 
to Conſider Was way ye mult take to 
eſcape the Wrath to come, do not 
run to falſe Refuges, and do not 
build u upon ſandy Foundations. There 


tha prove the Ruin of Sinners. 
| F. 


* 
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1. A pfeſumptuous Expectation of 
Mercy without looking to Chrilt. 

The Prophane build upon this, they 
would have Mercy but they would 

have it without Chriſt. 


2. SE LF-Rightcouſneſs is another 
falſe Foundation. The Phariſees or 
al Proſeſſors build upon this. It is 
harder to beat Men off from this than 
trom the Former. The two aforeſaid 
Foundations, and all.other falſe Foun- 
dations that are laid by Selt-deceiving 
Sinners will be overturned by the 
Storm of GO D's Anger, and aver. 
flowd by the Flood of his 
Wrath. It may be ſaid of all falfe 
Foundations as it was ſaid of the 
Foundation or falſe Hope which the 
Old drunken. ungodly .World had to . 
bear them up in their Security and 
Preſumption. Job 22. 16. Their Foun- 
dation was overflown with a Flood. The 
Foundation of Preſumption and Self- 
Righteouſneſs are Foundations that 
will not ſtand, but will be overflow- 
ed with a Flood. When GOD lays 
Judgment to the line and righteouſneſs 
to the plummet, the hail will then ſweep 
away the refuge of lies, oh the water fball 
| over- 
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ave the lud ing - place. Ia. 28. 17: 
wn it will foon 
come, when GO D will proceed with 
every one of you according to the 
ſtrictneſs of the Moral Law. He wil 
lay Judgment to the line, and righteou/- 


neſs to the plummet. He will deal with 


you according to the Sentence and 


Judgment of the Law which is I- 
table as to the Death either of a Surety 


or of the Sinner. If ye be not found 


in the Righteouſneſs of a Surety 
which anſwers all the demands of the 


Law, then the Sentence of the Law 


muſt be for ever executed upon you. 
F you fall under the Severity of the 
Law, then all your preſumptuous 
Expectatious of Mercy, and the Con- 


fidence ye have in your own Righte- 


ouſneſs, will be but Refuges of Lies. 
They will not prove to be either what 
was promiſed or preſumed, they will 
but be as a Houſe built upon the looſe 
Sand which the hail will either throw 
down, or which the Flood will carry 
away. | 


about. ts on Laban 


then be ſuch a Foundation as has De- 


ye lay. 


If it be not Chriſt it will 


ceit 
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ceit for its beginning, and will ha ve 
Deſtruction for its end. | 


3. WHEN ye are brought to ſee 

ur own Weakneſs and Inſufficiency 
then take hold of Chriſt who is the 
Strength of GOD. As he is the 
Wiſdom of G OD, becauſe the great 
Deſign of our Salvation was contriv- 
ed and Fram'd in him: So he is the 
Power of GO D becauſe our Salva- 
tion is effected by him. I/. 27. . Let 
him take bold of my ſtrength that he may 
make peace with me, and he ſhall make 
peace with me. It is as if GOD had 
ſaid, if he takes hold of my Strength 
© he (hall not looſe his Labour, but he 
© (hall makePeace with me and a Peace 
© that ſhall never be broken altho the 
* ſenſe of it may for a time be loſt. If 
thou doſt provoke the Bower of GOD 
by thy Obſtinate Infidelity thou ſhalt 
then feel his Wrath: but if thou doſt 
take hold of it thou ſhalt have the 
love of his Heart. If thou doſt ſtur- 
dily Rebel againſt G OD, and fet thy 
ſelt to reſiſt his Power, he will then 
break thee with a Rod of Iron : but if 
thou doſt caſt thy ſelf upon the Pow- 
er of GOD as it is in Chriſt, he will 

E 2 affect - 
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aſſectionatly claſp thee in the Arms of 
his Infinite Mercy. If thou doſt op- 
pole the Strength of GOD, he will 
deſtroy thee, and none will be able to 
deliver thee out of his Hands : but if 
thou doſt take hold of the Strength of 
GOD, altho with the Hand of a fee- 
ble and trembling Faith, thou ſhalt-be 


ſapved and ſhalt live for ever. 


IF there be any of you whoſe de- 
fires are towards Chriſt, and whoſe 
Souls are reaching out after him, be 
encouraged to take hold of him, and 
then ye ſhall make Peace with G OD, 


and your Peace ſhall be as a Rzver, and 


your Proſperity as the Waves of the 


Sea. If ye flee for Refuge to lay hold 


on the Hope that is ſet before you, ye 
have then two immutable things, vix. 


The Promiſe, and the Oath of GOD 


to Confirm the Promiſe, to put Life 
into your Faith, and to Adminiſter 
to you ſtrong Conſolation. Hb. 


6, 18. 
2. THE Doctrinal Truth may be 


7" — 5 to ſuch of you as GOD has 
e 


the Rock for your Shelter. 


to Chriſt, and who have embrac'd 


1. IN 


ard a Rock of Salvation. 53 

1. IN every new Trouble and Di- 
ſtreſs ye muſt run to Chriſt, and ye 
muſt ſeek reſt no where but in him. 
Ye muſt ſay as David did. Pſal. 5 5. 6. 
Oh that I had wings like a Dove ! for 
then would I flie away and be at reſt. 
When we have either trouble from 
without, or trouble from within, we 
muſt (when GOD has given us the 
wings of a Dove) flee to Chriſt. 


1. WHEN we have trouble from 
without we muſt flee to Chriſt. When 
we are greatly troubled becauſe of the 
perplexing Uncertainties, the ſhatter- 
ing and overturning Revolutions, and 
the rowling Mxtations that are in this 
World, then we muſt flee to Chriſt. 
Tribulation is that which we muſt ex 
pect in the World, but it is in Chriſt. 
that we may find Peace. John 16. 33. 
When a day of trouble comes upon us 

the Lord will be our ſtrong Hold. 
Nah. 1. 7. The Lord i good, a ſtrong 
hold in the day of trouble, and he knows 
them that truſt in him. He knows their 
Weakneſſes to Pitty them, their 
Straits to relieve them, their Wants to 
ſupply them, and he knows them 
with a firm unchangeable Eternal and 
E 3 In- 
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Infinite Love, and therefore, he will 
ſave them in it. 


- 2, WHEN we have trouble from 
within we muſt flee to Chriſt. When 
our Hearts are {ore pain d within us, 
and when the Terrors not only of 
Temporal but of Eternal Death fall 
upon us, we muſt run to Chriſt. 
The wings of a Dove ſignifie a Swift 
and a Reſolute Motion. Our flight 
muſt be ſwift, and therefore it muſt 
not be deferred. It muſt be a reſo- 
late Motion, and therefore it muſt not 
be ſtopp'd by any Impedimients and 
Diſcouragements. When we dread 
the Curſe of a violated Law, when 
we fear the Powerful Wrath of a ter- 
rible offended G O D, when we feel 
the Guilt of our aggravated Sins, 
when we are wounded by the fiery 
- Darts of-Satan, and when we are 
' thrown upon the Rack of a ſelf accuſ- 
ing and condemning Conſcience, we 
muſt then flee to Chriſt with Speed 
and Reſolution, When we ſeek a 
hiding Place in the Clefts of the Rock 
we ſhall then hear moſt Gracious and 
_ Comfortable Words from GOD. 


Solomons 


trouble or 


Solomons Song 2. 14. O my Dove that 
art inthe clefts of the Rock, and in the 
ſecret of of the ſtairs, let me ſee thy Coun- 
tenance, let me hear thy voice ; for ſweet 
is thy voice, and thy Conntenance is comly. 
The Rock is Chriſt, and the Cet, 
of the Rock are the Wounds and 
Death of Chriſt. He is not only a 
Rock ; but as he is a wounded, bleed- 


ing, bruiſed, crucifted Chriſt, he is 


a Rock with Clefts, and it is in the 


Clefts of this Rock that tempted and 
deſerted Believers, who are like Fearful 
and Faint-hearted Doves, may find a 
Covering «from the overflowing 
Scourge. When we have fled to the 
Clefts of the Rock that we may be 
purified by Chriſt's Blood, healed by 
his Wound's, Juſtified by his Righ- _ 


teouſneſs, and quickened by his Death, 


we are then not only hid from every 
Storm and Tempeſt, but our Coun- 
tenance, which is altogether black in it 
ſelf, is made comely in the Sight of 
G OD; becauſe of the Beauty which 


. Chriſt caſts upon us; and our broken 


diſtracted and disjointed Prayers are 
as ſweet Melody to GOD, becauſe 
they are preſented to him with thePer- 
R E 4 Power 


and Rock of Sakvation. 53 


— l 
' l Power and Strength of his Advocacy 


Chriſt | 4 ſure Refuge, 


and Interceſſion. When we have got 
into the Cleſts of the Rock, we may 
lock towards GO D with Faith and 
Hope, becauſe Chriſt gives us a come- 
ly Countenance, and we may offer 
up our Requeſts to him without ſer- 
vile Fear, becauſe our Voice is Sweet 
unto him, and he Loves to hear it, 
When Believers of a tender, humble, 
contrite Spirit are mourning over theit 


Sins, Charging and Condemning them- 


Out our fervent, earneſt, importunate 


ſelves for their Tranſgreſſions, = 
ing the Vertue of Chriſt's Blood for 
„ e and Forgiveneſy, and hid- 

ing themſelves in the Cleſts of the 


Reck, then their Voice 15 ſweet no 


GOD. 


WHEN we eithet {ee the Clouds 
gathering thick and black from with- 
out, or when we have puzling Con- 
flicts from within, let us then breath 


Prayers and Supplications to GOD 
for the Wings of a Dove that we may 
flee away from the hurry, Diſtraction, 
aud confuſed Croud ot this enſnaring 
and troubleſome World, and from the 


_ and pes of our own un- 


* 


and a Rock of Salvation. 575 
| believing Hearts, that we may hide 
our ſelves in theCletts of the Rock. We 
maſt embrace Chriſt as our beſt Re- 
fuge in our good days, and as our 
only Sanctuary and Defence in the 
worlt times. ; 


2. IF GOD has led you to the 
Rock Chriſt Jeſus, then ye muſt act 
Faith daily on him, that thereby your 
Faith may be further ſtrengthned. Faith 
is invigorated by the repeated Acts of 
it. The more it is acted on Chriſt, 
the ſtronger it grows. Pſal. 62. 2. H 
only is my Rock and my Salvation te 
is my defence Fc: - ſhatl not be greatly 
moved. To be moved was that which 
he now expected, but to be greatly 
moved was that which he did not fear. 
In the ſixth Verſe, he repeats the ſame 

Words, but puts forth a new act of 
Faith, and was then able to ſay, that « 
he ſhould not be moved. He only is my 
Rock and my Salvation : he js my de- 
fence, Iſball not be moved. Here was X 
a great Elevation of his Faith; he ſaid 
before that he ſhonld not be greatly 
moved, but he was now got to ſuch a 
height of Confidence that he could 
ſay, he ſhould not by moved 4 all, 
on” NE: When 


>, 
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© Chriſt a ſure Refuge, . 
When ye have got hold of the Rock. 
ye muſt endea vour to take a faſter bold 
of it. Ye muſt renew and multiply 
the Acts of your fiducial Dependence 
on Chriſt, and muſt do that day by 
day that ye did when ye were firſt 
converted to G O D and believed | in 
Chriſt, 


"WHAT is it that a Sinner do's 
when he is firſt converted and believes 
in Chriſt? I Anſwer, He defpairs 
of his own Strength, reckons his own 
Righteouſneſs as filthy Rags, takes 
hold of Chriſt, ſtays his u > no 
him, runs to hit Blood for clean 

relyes on his Satisfaction for the par. 
don of his Sins, and the acceptance of 
his Perſon, and ſays he will have no 
other Saviour butChriſt. He knows that 
he has daily (lips, and new pollutions 
from which he muſt be waſhed, and 
therefore he has freſh recourſe to the 
Blood of Chriſt, which is as a Foun- 
tain opened for the takin away of all 


Sin and uncleanneſs. Teel. 13. 1. 


, IF GOD has led you to the 
Rock Chriſt Jeſus, then ye muſt be 
thankful for Chriſt and Rejoice in 


him. 


and a Rock of Salvation. 59 
him. Pſal. 40. 2, 3. If ye can ſay 
with David, that God has brought you 
ont of a horrible Pit, out of the Miry 
clay, and ſet your feet upon a Rock, ye 
mult then celebrate thePraiſes of GOD. 
When ye cleave to the Rock of your 
Salvation ye mult Rejoice more in 
him than in the whole World. There 
never was, and there never will be any 
Rock like unto your Rock, and there- 
fore ye mult begin your Song of Praiſe 
to Chriſt here, and ye mult raiſe your 
thankfulStrains higher and higher, that 
as ye approach nearer the borders of 
Eternity, ye may be moreꝰ fit to join 
with the Heavenly Chorus or the Aſ- 
ſembly of glorified Spirits whoſe Af- 
fections will always be on a Flame. 
Tremble with a holy. Fear, becauſe 
ye are ſo Weak and Sinful in your 
ſelves: But rejoyce in Chriſt becauſe ' 
in him ye ſhall be ſaved with an ever- 
laſting Salvation, and ſhall not be aſha- 
med or confounded in that World 
which 1s without end. 
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Iſaiah XXVII. V. 
Or let himcahę hold of my ſtrength, 
that he'may make peace "with 
me, and he ſhall make peace 


with me. 


N the Firſt Verſe of this Chapter, 
the Enemies of Chriſts Church are 
threatened with ſevere and terrible 


Judg- 
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the way to have 
Judgments. Is that day the Lord 
with, his ſore great and ng Sword 
ſoall . Puniſh . the 
Serpent, even Leviathan that crooked 
Serpent. We muſt underſtand by 
Leviathan the Devil, and ſuch Agents 
under him as are Furious and Vigo- 
rous Oppoſers of Chriſt and his Peo- 
ple. The Devil is called Leviathan, 
and he is called the piercing and crook: 

ed Spes. 


* 


© LEVIATHAN which Sig- 
nifies Addition or Increaſe, becauſe 
the Devil loves to Inereaſe and to Aug- 
ment the Afflictions of G O Ds. Peo- 
ple. G D Affifts in Meaſure”: But 
when the Devil and wicked Men * 
permitted to ſtrike, they do it 
any Moderation. 


IKA 
+ TH E Devil is called 25 
aud à crooked Serpent. e is calle 
a pierèing Serpent, or a Serpent 1 
fing lille wes becauſe of his Strength. 
Again, He is called crooked Serpent 
becauſe of his Subtilty. The 2701 
and his Inftruments are ' of gr 
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miſe of his Care for them, and of his 


Peace with God. 
GOD will deſtroy their Power, and 
will confound their Craft. _ * 
WHEN the Enemies of G0 D 
are threatned with Deſtruction, his 
Children are comforted with a Pro- 


Infinite Tenderneſs towards them. 
ver. 2. 3. In that day ſing ye unto her, 
A vineyard of red wine, I the Lord do 
keep it, I will water it every moment ;, 
left any hurt it, I will keep it night and 
day. It may be ſaid, if GO D keeps 
his Vineyard Night and Day leſt any 
ſhould hurt it, how then are his 
watchful Care and his paternal Com- 
paſſions towards his People conſiſt- 
ent with the grievous Calamities that 
often befal them? To this GOD 
Anſwers, That his ſevere Methods of 
chaſtning his People are not in Wrath. 
ver. 4. Fury is not in me. GOD be- 
ing eſſentially Holy, there is Wrath 
with him for Sturdy and Stubborn Sin- 
ners: But there is no fury in GO 
towards his Children, when he af- 
flicts he do's not hate them, and when 
he chaſtens he do's nat forſake 


GOD 
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ſiſtency between his love 
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-GOD having prevented whiz 
might be objected of a ſeemyng incon- 
his Peo- 
le, and the Afflictions which they 


© under, he proceeds to ask 4 


Queſtion. Who would (ſays he) ſe 
the briers and thorns againſt me iu bat- 


tie? viz. Who will be ſo Fool har- 


dy and deſperately Venturous as to 
ftand againſt me, or to contend with 
me? By Bryers and Thorns may be 
meant: 


1. ALL the Enemies of the 


Church, the Stouteſt and Strongeſt of 


them are but Briers and Thorns or as 
Fuel to feed the Fire of GO D's Indig- 
nation when he begins to March a- 
gainſt them. 0 4 


2. ALL the falſe Refuges to 
which Sinners out of Chriſt betake 
themfelves for Security. Whether 
they be the ſhifts of their Sins, or the 
polluted Rags of their own Righte- 
ouſneſs, they are but Briers and 
Thorns that the Fire of GO D's Wrath 
wilt utterly Burn and Conſume. If all 
the Angels in Heaven with their united 
ſtrength were to ſtand between G * 
Ws an 


Peace with God. 
and our guilty Souls, they could not 
preſerve us from being daſh'd into 
Hell by the thunder of His powerful 
Anger. un witer 5 ON 


WHEN GOD had told Sinners 
how they could not deal with him, 
he com's to ſhew them the way how 
they might amicably Treatwith him, 
in the Words of the Text. — Or let him 
take hold of my ſtrength. When it is 
ſaid, or let bim take hold of my ſtrength; 
it is not to be underſtood as if G OD 
gave any Sinner a Freedom of Choice, 
either to ſet the Briers and Thorns 
againſt him, or to take hold of his 
Strength. GO D leaves no Sinner to 
a Point of indiffereney in this matter: 
But he ſets before him the unavoida- 
ble Danger of all his falſe ways that 
he might with a more alluring force 
Propole and Recommend to him the 
only way that is left for his Relief. 
If a Sinner oppofe the ſtrength of 
GOD, his Oppoſition will bri 
Deſtruction: But if he take hol 
of the Strength of GOD, he ſhall 
find Safety and Eternal Tranquility. 
There are Three . things in the 


Words. 3 
F 1. THE 
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25 1. THE command which GOD 
. Lys upon a Sinner. Let him take hold 
of my ſtrength. GOD alludes to a 
Man who perceiving another ſtronger 
than himſelf to be offended againſt 
him and ready to ſtrike, lay's hold 
on his Arm in a ſubmiſſive way that he 
_ appeaſe his Anger and keep off the 
blow. 2 


2. THE end which a Sinner is to 
aim at, and to have in his Eye when he 
takes hold of the Strength of GO D. 
That he may make Peace with me. 


3. THE Aſſurance which he has 
of making his Peace with GOD 
ohen he takes hold of his Strength. 
He ſhall anale Peace with me. 
The Doctrine which I ſhall raiſe 
from the words, is this, 


IF we would have Peace with GOD 
we muſt then take bold of his 


Strength. 
| IN ſpeaking to this Doctrine I ſhall 


do four Things. | 2 
| bs. 


Peace with God. 
1. 1 ſhall ſhew what the Seng th of 
Gut is of which we muſt take hold. 


2. 1 ſhall ſhew what it is to take 
hold of it. | 


1 ſhall ſhew wa we are 
ad to make our Peace with GOD 
when wetake hold of his Strength. 


4. 1ſttall make Application of the 
Dodrinal Truth. 


1. Iſhall ſhew what the Streng th bf 
God is of which we muſt take bold. 
It is the Strength or Power of G0 D, 
as it rs ated in Chriſt for the Salvation 
of Sinners. Chriſt is called the Pom. 
er of God. 1 Cor. 1. 24. Chriſt the Pow- 
er of God, and the Wiſdom of God. He 
is faid to be the Wiſdom of GOD be- 
cauſe it is in him that G O Dgives the 
higheſt Manifeſtation of his Wiſdom, 


in that he takes occaſion from the 
blackneſs and deformity of our Sins 


to make known the Glory and un- 
ſearchable Riches of his Grace. A- 
gain, He is calFd the Power of G O D, 
not becauſe Almighty Power is a Pro- 


perty eſſential and inſeparable to him 
1 25 


* 
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mility did 


The way to have 
as lie is G O D, but becadſe he is in- 
truſted with the Power of GO Das he 
ſtands in the Capacity or Relation of 
a Surety and Mediator. Al Power in 
Heaven and Earth is ſaid to be commit- 
ted to bim, Mat. 28. 18. All Power 
is comitted to him for the Execution 
of his Office and for perfe&ing the 
Work which he came into the World 
to Finiſh. He has all Power to re- 
ſtrain the Devils, to over-rule the de- 
ſigns of wicked Men, to command the 
Angels, and he has Power with God, 


altho' not over GOD. Chriſt as he is 


our Surety and Mediator is the Power 
or Strength of GOD. Let us conſi- 
der the Proofs that we have of Chriſt's 
being the Power of GOD as he is 
our Surety and Mediator. 


2 


1. HE gave demonſtrative Eviden- 
ces of his Almighty Power in the loweſt 
of his Humiliation. As his Hu- 

1 3 in the hege and 
moſt aſtoniſhing Miracles that he 
wrought, ſo the Glory of his Divine 
Power was conſpicuous and did ſhine 


forth in the Loweſt and Meaneſt 


things that were done by him. I ſhall 
give ſome brief Inſtances of this. 1 
CY 4 1. 


. Peace with God. 


1. IT was great Humility in Chriſt 
to be conceived : But it was 
Power to be conceived by the Holy 
Ghoſt. ; Klein! wot 
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2. IT was great Humility to be | 


Born: But it was great Power to be 
Born of a Virgin. 64 14 8 

3. IT was great Humility. to be 
Born in a Stable and to lie in a Man- 
ger: But it was great Power to bring 


the Wiſe Men from a remote Country, 


and inwerdly to {way them to offer up 
a profound and yet a voluntary Ado- 
ration to him when he was altogether 
contemptible as to outward Ap- 
pearance. ; 1:6 v8 


4. IT was great Humility to be 
tempted of the Devil: But it was 

treat Power to overcome and con- 
Fund the Tempter. | 


5. IT was great Humility to pay 
Tribute when it was not due: But it 
was great Power to make a Filh in the 
Sea his "Treaſurer to bring him a piece 
of Money far his preſent Expence, 


F 3 6. IT 


| 
| 
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6. IT was great Humility to Con- 
verſe with Sinners: But it was gręat 


bene to draw the higheſt Reverence 
the Angels. 


7. IT was great Humility to be 
faſtened to — Croſs as a Male factor: 
But it was great Power to cover the 
Sun with Darkneſs as with a Veil, to 

ſnake the Earth, and to make the Dead 
ſing up and * et, their Qraves. 
6 a CHRIST not only 1 the 
Precept of the Law, but by his own 
Strength he bore and cond, the 
Weight and Sharp neſs of G OD In- 
finite Wrath — | he ſuffered} in our 
ſtead, and thereby fulfill d the Law in 
the Penal part of it. He trod the Mine- 
Preſs of God's Wrath alone, and he 
could me dane this, if he had 
not been a Mighty Redeemer. Iſa, 63. 
1, 3. When 8; — the Wine-Preſs 
alone without any helper he did it in 
the greatneſs of his own Strength, and as 
he was Mighty to ſave. He received 
the Arrows of G0 D into his .own 
Breaſt, and felt the ſharpneſs of his 
Wrath when he- bore the — of 
Our FOUR. GOD * make to meet on 


bin 


* Peace with Gol. 
bins, or laid on him the iniquitie s of ur all. 
Iſa. 53 52 6. When dur iniquities 
were laid on him he had nothi 
to do with the Filth or Pollution 


Sin, for he was without Spot when he 


offered himſelfto God thro the Eternal 
gow. Heb. 9. 14. He had Sin no o- 
iſe than by Imputation, but the 

Filth of Sin could not be Im 'to 
him, for it is a Contradiction in Terms 
to ſpeak of the Imputation of Filth, 
becauſe Filth where it is to be found is 
takes away the Filth of Sin by the 
waſhing of Regeneration and the re- 
newing of the Holy Ghoſt : Butthe 
Filth of Sin could not be laid on 
CHRIST had not the Filth of 
Sin, but he had the Sins of the Elect 
laid on him ſo far as they could be his, 
by Imputation. Sin as a Debt, or Sin 
as a Violation of the Law was charged 


on him, and the Puniſhment which 


he underwent was the conſequent E 
fect of this. He' firſt took upon him 
our Sins, and then he drank of the 
Brook that was in the way. Pſal. 11e. 7. 
The breach of the Law was laid upon 
him, and then the Puniſhment deferv- 
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puniſhed him: But when our Sins 


The way to haus 
ed by this breach was inflicted on him, 
and therefore he is ſaĩd to be made 2 
Curſe for us. Gal. 3.13. If he had not 
come under the Kee or Judgment of 
the Law for Sin imputed to him, he 
could not have been made a Curſe, and 
it would have bens Injuſtice to have 


were imputed to him as a Surety, then 


the Wrath of GOD in its utmoſt ſeve- 


rity. did fall on him. What ſtrength 
muſt he have to ſtand up under all the 
Wrath of G0 D, when a ſingle drop 
of it is much machen apy pk 0 can 


er | 4 


I W AATH of all ea 1s woll — 
vy, and when it lies and abides upon a 


Sinner it will Preſs him into a Gulph 


of Eternal Miſery, The Apoſtate An- 


gels ſinned once, and for that one 


Sin came under the Wrath of GOD, 


but to this day they cannot throw off 


the Burden. ot it, They groan under it 
and muſt do ſo to Eternity. If the 
fallen Angels Who were created with 
great Strength, cannot get rid of the 
Wrath of .G QD which fell upon 
them ſor ane ſingle Sin; what Power 
muſt Chriſt then have who ſtood un 


ou the weight ne G Q D'sWrath fog a 
Num- 
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Numberleſs Number: of Sins, or when 
the binden of all the Sins of the i 


3. CHR IST — 985 the Dead 
and no Bands of Death could hold 
him. 4, 2. 24. Whom God has raiſed 
up, having looſed the pains of death : be- 
cauſe it was not pojſable that he ſhould be 
holden of it. The Apoſtle Peter has 
reference to the Words of David. Pſal. 
18. 5. The ſorrows of Hell, or the cords 


of Hel compaſſed me about "the ſnares of 


death prevented me. what the Pſalmiſt 
calls = Cords or Bands of Hell, is here 
{aid to be the pains of Death, becauſe 
| when Chriſt had a ſenſe of the pains 


of Death, he was under the bands of | 


it. The bands and pains of Death 
that he was under were from the 
Wrath of G OD falling upon him for 
our Sins. If it had been poſſible, the 
Bands and Pains of Death would have 
held and overwhelmed him: But 
becauſe he had the Power of GOD 
it was not poſlible for him either to 
be held @ Priſoner by the Bands of 
Death or to ſink under the Pains 7 it 


10 reſtore life to adead Body re- 
aaaßelte power: But in the Re- 
1 ſurrection 
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of GOD. from ſtriking us for our 


Rom. 4. 25. 


The way to have 
ſurrection of Chriſt there was a greater 
di than this to be ſurmounted, 
becauſe when he was in the Grave he 
was not only Dead, but he lay under 
the Curſe of the Law for our Sins. 
He had not a formal diſcharge as our 
Surety till he roſe from the dead. As 
he was delivered for our Offences, ſo 
he roſe again for our Juſtification. 
flt was no ordinary 
Operation of Power that raiſed Chriſt 
from the Dead, but he was raiſed by 
the excellency of the mightineſs of God's 
Power. Eph. 1. 19, 20. The Power 
of GODin the e greatneſs of 
it wrought mightily in Chriſt when he he 


raiſed Tim from ihe dead. 


4 CHRIST binds up the Ari 


multiplied Provocations, and it is no 
ſmall Power that do's this. When 


wearecall'd of GOD and come thro? 


Grace to partake of true unfeigned 
Holineſs, we then find a ſevere hatred 
riſing up in our Breaſts againſt all Sin. 
It isthis that makes us (if webe rea! 
Chriſtians) long for the time when 
we (hall be delivered from the very be- 
ing of Sin in our ſelves, and when we 
ſhall no more be grieved and _ 
wit 


Peace with God. 
with the ght of reigning Luſt in o- 
yo * ſprin * pi ſach 
a keen and ſharpened Deteſtation of all 
Sin, when we come to have but ſome 
duskiſh and obſeure CharaFers of the 
holineſs of GOD imprinted on us, 
what then muſt be —— of GOD 


againſt Sin, who is naturally, eſſemti- 


ally and infinitely Holy > It can be 
no leſs than an hatred of Sin that is 
Infinite, When the hatred of GOD 
againſt Sin is Infinite, it muſt be a 
mighty Power that keeps him from 
cruſhing us with his Wrath for the 
finful and depraved Nature that we 
carry about with us, and for the 
thouſands of actual Sins that we Com- 
mit againſt him. When GOD Par- 
dons and paſſes by Sin, his Power in 
doing of it is great, When Moſes 
pleaded with G O D to paſs by the Sins 
of the Mraelitet, he argued from the 
greatneſs of GO Ds Power. Numb. 
14. 17. I beſeech thee (ſaith he) let the 
Power of my Lord be great. To forgive 
din is not only a Work of Infinite 
Mercy, but of Infinite Power. It is 
for GOD not only to put forth a 
Power over the moſt refractory Crea- 
tues, and to remove the greateſt 1 
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from them, but it is for him to put 
forth a Power over his own Holy Will, 
and to refrain and forbear that Which 
his own pure Nature puts him upon 
doing. Who ſtops and reſtrains 
| GOD when the Fire of his Jealouſie 
| Is ready to burn againſt us, and when 
| he is coming to break us in pieces, for 
1 our Sins? I Anſwer, It is Chriſt, 
| whom God has made ſtrong fur himſelf, 
| Pfal. 80. 17. It is he = holds 
GOD' Arm and puts the W 
Sword into the Sheath. 


T 5. CHRIST brings a Sinner from 
4 under the Goilt of Sin, and Juſtiſies 
„ dim beſore GOD. He not only 
 rowls away the Mountains of his 
Sins, and caſt's them into the Depths of 
the Sea, but he makes him more Rigb- 
teous than the Angels in Heaven are, 
when he is ſinful in himſelf, and has 
| no Righteouſneſs of his own. It is a 
; moſt Hg. Power that is required 
- to do this. | 


S 1. IT is a greater Work to Juſtifie 
| a Sinner than it is to make a World. It 
! is ſo gorge Wien y_ 
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Peace with Goal. 

1. TO create a World is to give a 
Being to that which had no preceding 
Sabſiſtence : But to Juſtifie a Sinner, 
is to give him a Righteouſneſs, when 
he is not only Nothing, and witerl 
Void of all Good, but when he is full 
of Enmity and Oppoſition to the bleſ- 
ſed GOD. | | 


— 1 


7 \ 


2. TO create a World is a good 
included within Limits: But the 
uſtification of a Sinner may be ſaid to 
infinitely good as it Centers and 
Terminates in Infinite Glory. 


2. IT is more to make a Sinner Juſt 
than it is to make a juſt Man eternally 
Ha Py. or it is a greater act of Power 
to Fr ihe a Sinner than it is to carry a 
juſtified Perſon to Heaven , becauſe 
there isa Relation and Connexion be- 
tween Righteouſneſs and Glory, when 
there is not only the wideſt diſtance, 
but the greateſt ContradiFion between 
Sin and Righteoufneſs. A State of 
_ Juſtification is ſo near a kin to a ſtate 

of Gloriſication, that the Apoſtle when 
he reckons them up, ſpeaks of them 
without putting any thing between 
them, becauſe there is but a ſtep _ 
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Believer out of the one into the other, 
| Rom. 8. 30. Whom he juſtified then 
he alſo glorified, When a Man is juſti- 
fied we may then ſay of him that he 
is initially and fundamentally, Glo- 
tified, and he ſhall and he maſt be 
completly Glorified. When a juſtified 
Perſon com's to be actually Glorified, 
he then enters upon that State'to 
which the Righteoufneſs of Chriſt 
gave ham a legal Claim and Title from 
the firſt Moment of his Juſtification. I * 
There is a ſtrict and cloſe tye between 
Juſtification and Glory: But when 
a Sinner is juſtified he is carried from 
one contrary to another. ' He is 
brought out of a ſtate of Condemna - 
tion into a ſtate of Fayour and Accep- 
tance with G OD, PILOT! 


6. CHRIS T gives life to dead 
Sinners. He ſpeakes life into dead Sin- 
ners. John 5. 25. He makes the dead 
to hear his Voice, and they that hear 
do live. He gives life to the World. 
John 6. 33. It is a ſtupendious Power 
that Chriſt exerts when he quickens 
dead Sinners. He rowls away the 
Stone that is upon the Grave of dead 
Souls, ſcatters the darkneſs of _ 
Minds 


» 
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Minds when it is as black as Hell, and . 
ſoftens their ſtony Hearts when _ 
are harder _—_ Steel. 


Ir is by a great Power that he 
makes the Poolilh Wiſe, the Proud 
Humble, rebellious Sinners tractable 
and Obedient, ſenſual Epicares Hea- 
venly Minded, and ſuch as are Slaves 
to Divers Luſts, and funk into the 
Mire and Mud of Voluptuouſneſs, to 
delight inthe ſevereſt parts of Morti- 
fication. 


7. CHRIST preſerves the Life 
of Grace where he has wrought itin 
the Souls of Men, and he brings it to 
Perfection. He Maintains it aganſt 
the violence of Satans Temptations, and 
againſt all the Counter-Workings of in- 
dwelling Corruption. It is from 
Three things that the 2 Yor 
lever is ſecured. 


1. IT is from the Election of GOD, 
which is Eternal and Immutable. 
The Election of G OD is Eternal and 
Unchangable, and therefore it is not 
Poſſible to bring the Elect under any 
ſuch final Kale bon as cut's * off 

rom 
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from . Salvation; Mat. 44. 24. The 
Election of GOD is a Foundation 
that ſtands ſure. 2 Tim. 2. 19. It is 
ſo ſure that nothing can fhake or over- 
en 1 


2. TT is from the Death and Inter- 
ceſſion of Chriſt. He died to Merit 
a ſufficiency of Grace for all the Mem- 
bers of his Body, and he interceeds 
for the ſeaſonable Communication of 
it to them in every time of Diſtreſs and 
Tryal. When the Faith of a Believer 
is ready to fail, Chriſt than Prays that 
it fail not. Luke. 22. 32. Chhxiſt 
Pray d not only for Peter, but for e- 
very Believer that ſhall be here on Earth 
to the end of the World. 70h 17. 
20. Neither Pray I (faith he) for theſe 
alone, but for them alſo which ſhall believe 
on me thro their Word. It thou art one 
who believes on Chriſt thro the Word 
which is tranſmitted down to thee 
from the Apoſtles, then Chriſt did 
Pray as effe&ually for thee as he did fot 
Peter or John, the beloved Diſciple 
who lay in his Boſom. 


3. Ir i; from the Power of Chriſt. 
Jobn 17. 2. thou haſt given him power 
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bver all fleſh, that he ſhould give eternal 
life to as many as thou haſt given him. 
Chriſt hasnot only a Power over all 
them that are given him of GOD 
that he may beſtow Eternal Life on 
them: But he has a Powef over all 
Fleſh, for the good of his Members; 
He has a — over the Luſts and 
Corruptions, the Malice and Rage, 
the Enmity and Fury of Men and De- 
vils in ſubſervienq — the great End of 
giving Eternal Lite to every Believer. 
When Believers are as weak, leaky and 
ſhattered Veſſels, in the midſt of Sands 
and Rocks, Chriſt then provides for 
their Safriy that they may not ſplit or 
break. All Believers are under Chriſt's 
Care, and it is by his Power that he 
Will deliver them from every evil work, 
and will preſerve them unto his Heavenly 
Kingdom. 10 


2. I ſhall he w what it is to tale 
hold of the ſtrengtbh of GOD. As the 
Strength of GO D of which we are 
commanded to take hold, is his Power 
as it is acted in Chriſt for our Salvati- 
on: So our taking hold of it is to take 
hold of GOD as he is in Chriſt. 


The Papi Do#ors, def ne Faith to 
G be 


be no more than to Believe or aſſent to 
the Truth of ſuch things as are revealed 
by God. Becanus. Theo. ſch. Tom. 3. 
cap. 8. To teach that ſaving Faith 
riſes no higher than ſuch a Faith as this 
is, which is not only in the greateſt 
Hereticks and Reprobates, bur in the 
very Devils, is that which only be- 
comes the Papiſts who are covered 
with a thick Cloud of Darkneſs, and 
whoſe Religion is ſuch a Compoſition 
as has for its Principal Ingredients the 
Dockrin c of Devils, 1 Tim. 4. I. 2, 3. 


To believe in Chriſt, or to take hold 
of him, is not only to have 4 Notion 
of Chriſt in our Heads, but it is to 
truſt in him with our whole Hearts, 
or it is to commit our ſelves to his 
keeping, from a Perſwaſion that our 
Souls are no where ſafe but in his 
Hands, and that he only is able to ſave 
us. 2 Tim. 1.12. 1 know whom [have 
believed, or whom I have truſted, 
and am perſwaded that he is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto him, 
or as it may be read, that thing 
wherewith I have intraſted him. 
What was that JDepoſiturm or Pledge 


wherewith he had entruſted 2 
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f Anſwer, His Soul that it might be 
ſaved unto everlaſting Life. Every 
Believer knows two things. 


1. THE Perſon of Chriſt in the 
promiſe in whom he truſts. 


2. THE Power and faithfulneſs of 
Chriſt with whom he entruſts his Soul. 
When he cannot ſay, I am aſſured he 
will ſave me, yet he can fay, I am 
perſwaded he is able to do it. When 
he cannot act Aſſurance which brings 
Joy, he can act Reliance on Chriſt 
which brings Reſt. He can caſt his 
Soul on the Power of Chriſt, and then 


Quiets himſelf in this, that altho* his 


Soul be as a broken bruiſed and alen 
Reed, yet he has a firm and ſtrong 
Rock under him. To take hold of 
the ſtrength of Chriſt is to truſt him 
with our Souls, and every Sinner 
that dos this muſt be ſenſible of four 


things. 


1. THAT the Law Conde mus him 
for his Sin, and that he cannot acquit 
himſelf from the Righteous Sentence 


which it paſſes upon him. 
G > 2. THAT 


_ 
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2. THAT the Juſtice of GOD. is 


offended, and that it is Impoſſible for 
him by any thing that he « can do or 
ſuffer to Satisſie it. 


3. THAT his own Perſonal Quali- 
fications and Duties, (no more than 
his Sins) can be his juſtifying Righte- 
duſneſs in foro Del, either in the whole 

or in any part of it, and by way of 
Subordination. 


4. THAT it is Chriſt only that can 
| + if all the Demands of 12 Law, 
and give Satisfaction to the offended 
juſtice of GOD for him. 


WHEN a Sinner is ſenſible of the 
wrong which he has done to the Ho- 
hneſs of GOD, when he is convinc- 
ed of his own utter inability either to 
repair the Injury which he has done to 
GOD, or to prevent the Puniſhment 


which he has merited, and when he 


beholds a fulneſs and ſufficiency of 
Grace, Righteouſneſs and Strength in 
Chriſt, to deliver him from the Evil 

of Infinite and Eternal Puniſhment, 
and to procure for him the Fayour of 
_ GOD, he then throws off all Confi- 
dence 


Peace with Gol. 
dence in the Devices wherewith he 
did formerly underprop himſelf, and 
he takes hold of Chriſt and his Righ- 


| teouſneſs. # 


WHEN a drowning Man finds 
no bottom under him, and is carried 
down by the force ot a ſwift Current, 
if a Rope be thrown to him he takes 
hold of it, and having nothing elſe left 
for his Support he lays his whole 
weight on it. This may ſerve to explain 
to us what it is for a Sinner to take 
hold of the Strength of Chriſt. When 


a Sinner Apprehends himſelf to be un- 


der the Wrath of GO D for his Tranſ- 
greſſions, and to be without all 
ſtrength, either to fulſil the Law, or 


to bear the Puniſhment which he has 


deſerved by his Sin, he then takes 


hold of Chriſt, and Repoſes himſelf on 


him alone, who can bear him up, and 
can afford him a Shelter and hiding 
Place from the fiery Indignation of a 
powerful offended GOD. 


3. I ſhall ſhew how we are ſaid to 
make our Peace with GO D when we 
take hold of his Strength. There is 
2 Peace of Reconciliation or Peace 

: G 3 with 
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with God, and there is a Peace of Con- 


ſcience. We muſt diſtinguiſh the one 


from the other, as we do the Cauſe 
from the Effects. It is of a Peace of Re- 
conciliation, or Peace with G O D that 
Inow ſpeak, and which a Sinner has 
when he takes hold of Chrift. To 
make our Peace with G OD, is to paſs 


5 into a State of Peace, and of Enemies 


to be made the Friends of GOD. It 
is to have our Warfare or Unnatural 
Rebellion againſt GOD accompliſh- 
ed, and our Sins forgiven. Ja. 40. 2. 
We maſt confider this Peace Three 


ways. 


1. IN the'$ hgkedd of it, ih 

the Eternal Purpoſe of GOD and 

bis federal Tranſactions with Chriſt as 

a Surety. The counſel of Peace war be- 

tween them both, Lech. 6. 13. Be- 

P een whom was the Counſel of 
age ? I Anſwer, 1 


1. NOT between Job * High 


_ Prieſt and Zerubbabel the Prince, E 


Rabbi Kimthi tay” 8. 


2. NOT between Joſhua thi Type 
and Jeſus the Antitype, as Santi 


holds. NOT 


Peace with God. 
NOT between the Kingly and 


firm. 


Between DO The. then? I a 
Between the Perſon of GO D the Fa- 
ther and the Perſon of GO Dthe Son, 
who in the foregoing verſe, is called 


the Branch. Counſel is fitly and pro- 
perly predicated of Perſons but not 


3. 
Prieſtly ce of Chriſt as — 4 AF 


17 


of Offices. There was not only a De- 


cretive Purpoſe in GOD from Eter- 


nity about the Peace of Reconciliati- 


on, but there was a Counſel between 
bim and Chriſt about it, which was 
productive of a Covenant of Peace. Id. 
54. 10. In this Covenant Terms 
and Conditions were 1 by the 
Father, and were accepted by the Son, 
whereby all things which bebe to 
our Peace were made ſure, and were 
not left at uncertainties. It is upon the 
account of this Covenant, that Grace 
is ſaid to be giver ws before the World 
began. 2 Tim. 1. 9. It was given to 
Chriſt our federal Repreſentative be- 


fore the World began, and it is given to 


us eine Chriſt in Time and by Degrees. 


a. WE maſt con! der this Peace in 
the compleat purchaſe of it, which 


84 Mas 
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was when Chriſt ſuffered upon the 
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Croſs, Epheſ. 2. 13, 14. When Chriſt 
died upon the Crofs, he made a perfect 
Satisfaction for Sin, and thereby 
purchaſed Peace. £7 | 


3. WE muſt conſider this Peace 
in the Application of it, which is. the 
Spirit's Work. It was eſtabliſhed in 
the Counſel af Peace from Eternity, 


and there was a compleat Purchaſe 


made of it when Chriſt ſuffered upon 
the Croſs: But it is applied by the 
Spirit in Time when he tquch's our 
Hearts and quickens us to believe in 
Chriſt. As GOD the Fathers Work 
was to forma Peace of Reconciliation, 
not only in his Decree, but in his fe- 
deral Tranſaction with his Son, and 


as GOD the Son's Work was to pur- 


chaſe Peace: So GOD the Holy 
Ghoſt has a real diſtinct Work from 
them both, which is to apply the 
Peace of Reconciliation, or to bring 
a Sinner upon believing into a State 
of Peace. In this Work ot the Spirit, 
there is not only a Declaration of 
what was antecedently done by G00 
the Father, and 5 — was compleated 
by Chriſt on the Crols: But there is 
à real Work of the Spirit in the Ap» 
„„ plication 
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plication of that to a Man, which, he 
had not while he was in his unbeliev- 
ing and unconverted State. © The 
Work of the Spirit is to convey to 
Ele& Perſons what they had not for- 
mally and actually before he applied 
it to them. 1 Cor. 6. 11. Such were 
ſome of you, but ye are waſhed. There 
was a time when they were in their 
Filth and were not waſhed. This was 
before the Application of Juſtifying, 
and the Ixfuſion of ſanctifying Grace. 
G OD had thoughts of Peace towards 
Elect Perſons . the World began, 
and Chriſt did purchaſe Peace for 
them: But they are not actually in a 
State of Peace till the Spirit brings them 
to take hold of Chriſt. The Peace of 
Reconciliation, or Peace with GOD, 
doth not in the leaſt depend upon 
Faith, as it is a Grace, Ad or Work of 
ours: but the Spirit in the Application 
of it to adult Perſons, works Faith in 
them, to receive and take hold ofChriſt 
who is the only Peace maker. The 
Application of this Peace of Recon- 
ciliation is that which every one has 
who takes hold of Chriſt: But all 
have not the ſenſe of it to whom it is 
opplied. They are all at Peace with 
| GOD 
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GOD: But they have not all Peace 
of Conſcience. To have Peace with 
60 is to be actually juſtified be- 
fore him: But for a Believer to have 
Peace of Conſcience, is when his Soul 


from a ſenſible Application of Chriſts 


Blood, is quieted and comforted in the 
Fraition or Expectation of that which 


is univerſally Eternally and ſuperla- 


tively Good. 


4. L ſhall make Application of the 
Doctrinal Truth. 


1. IF it be ſo, that we muſt take 
hold of the Strength of GOD if we 
would make Peace with him, then 
this may ſhew us the Miſery of the 
State wherein we are by Nature. We 
are not only broken off from GOD 
till we be reunited to him, but we are 
at Variance and Diſcord with him 


till we make our Peace with him. 


deliver them. Again, We are Ene- 
3 


We are far from GOD, and if we 
continue in a State of Diſtance and Se- 
paration from him, we muſt periſh 
unavoidably. Pſal. 73. 27. Lo, they 


that are far from thee ſhall periſh. They 


ſhall periſh when there will benone to 


mies 
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mies to GOD by wicked Works. 
Col. 1. 20. If we retain our Enmity, 
GOD will deal with us as he doth 
with his Adverſaries, and he will re- 
ward us as Evil-doers. Again, We 
are under the Wrath of GOD. Job. 
3. 36. He that believes not on the Son 
ſhall not ſee life, but the Wrath of God 
abideth on him. If this Wrath that 
hangs over our Heads as a thick Cloud 
when we are out of Chriſt, break and 
fall down upon us, what will then 
our Portion and Heritage be > Our 
State is moſt miſerable {o long as we 
do not take hold of the Strength of 
GOD, and ſhall any of us go away 
and not be deeply affected with it? 
How great muſt our Poverty be, when 
we are divided and cut off from the 
chiefeſt Good 2 How dangerous muſt 
our Condition be, when we have 
G O D for our Enemy and are purſu- 
ed by his Vengeance ? Can we Satis- 
fie our ſelves in a State of ration 
from the Fountain of Life? Can we 
lift up our Heads with Confidence 
when GOD is drawing forth and 
whetting his glittering Sword againſt 
vs? Can we live without Fear and 
Trouble, and ſleep ſecurely, when e- 


very 
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"= IF it be (o, that Sinners are in a 
State of Enmity againſt GOD, and 
can have no Peace with him when 
they do not take hold of Chriſt, then 
all ſuch of you as have not taken hold 


ofthe Strength of G O D, ought no 


longer to defer the doing of it. If 
ou will not have G0 D to be your 
eſt Friend, you ſhall find him DO be 
your worſt Enemy. If you have hi- 
therto lived under the Miniſtry of the 
Word without ſeeking after Peace 
with G OD; you have then reaſon to 
make the ſevereſt Reflections en your 
on Madneſs and Folly. If we Mi- 


niſters that beſeech you in Chriſfts 


Name to be reconciled, find a Grave 
for our Frail, Mortal Bodies, before 
you find a Redeemer for your finful, 
periſning Souls, what Treaſures of 
Wrath will then be laid up in Store 
for you? If the Belows be burnt, if 
the heed be conſumed of the fire, and 
if the Founder melt in Vain, God will 
reject you as reprobate Silver. Jer. 6; 
29, 30. If the Harveſt be paſt and if 
the Summer be ended, and your Souls 
nor 
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not be gathered to Chriſt, how will 
you then abide the day of his coming? 
What will ye do and whither will 
ye go for help, when he that can be 
your only helper will be your deſtroy- 
er? How great will your diſtrefs 
be, when the Heaven will reveal your 
iniquity, the Earth will rife up a- 
gainſt you, and when you'endeavour 
to flee trom the Iron Weapon, the in- 
venomed Arrows of the Almighty wilt 
ſtick faſt in you? V 


OH, Sinners ! think nowaf taking 


hold of Chriſt, and Lament and 
Mourn that ye have not ſooner be- 
thought your ſelves in fo weighty and 
neceflary a Buſineſs. When GO D has 
given Chriſt to be your Strength, Pray 
to him to give you Faith that ye may 
take hold of him, and may put your 
Souls into his Hands. Be quick in your 
flight to Chriſt, break thro all Impe- 
diments that lie in your way, and reſt 
no where till ye come unto him. Be 
not diverted by the Charms of Sin and 
the diſtracting Cares of the World, 
but reſolve, and that ſpeedily, to ven- 
ture your Souls on Chriſt, and then 
ye have GOD's Word to aſſure you 

ag unſt 
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againſtalf the Objections 
of your own Hearts that * hall make 


* him. 


wy I it be ſo, that there is bene * 
with-G OD for them who take hold 
of the Strength of Chriſt, then this 
may be applied to Believers who have 


taken hold of Chriſt. 


Where true Faith in Chriſt is begun it 
comes to him for more encreaſe of it 
ſelf. Lake 17. 5. Lord (ſaid the Di- 
ſciples to Chriſt) increaſe our Faith, 
If we have truſted in Chriſt, let us 


then wait on the Lord, and be of good 


conrage, and he will | rengthen aur 
Hearts. Pfal. 27. 14. When wehave 
taken hold of Chriſt by Faith we muſt 
get our Faith ſtrengthened and increaſ- 
ed, that when we have Peace with 
GOD we may alſo have Peace itt 
our own Conſciences. 


2. WALK worthy of your Privi- 
ledge. Be intreated by the Mercies 
of Chriſt to walk Worthy of him who 
has called you out of Darkneſs into 


3 Light, and has brought 
you 


% TR a. 
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you out of a ſtate of Condemnation 
into à State of Reconciliation. 


This is that which the Love of Chriſt 


will conſtrain you to do, if ye have 
made your Peace with GO D by tak- 
ing hold of his Strength. The greater 
Favour is beſtowed on you the more 
Service is required from you, and the 
ſtricter Account ye have to give. Men 
and Brethren, let not the Morality of 
an Heathen out- ſtrip your Converſation 
under the fair ſne of a glittering Pro- 


feſſion of tlie Goſpel, and let not the 


faithſul-dealing of a Ma hometan ſhame 
all your high Pretences of Religion. 
Let the near Relation which you bear 
to GO as his Children and Friends. 
Baniſn every unclean Spirit from you, 
and let it be a Shield of Defence a- 
gainſt all Unchriſtian and ſordid Pra- 
ctices. When Men can ſpeak great 
and good Words to Expreſs and ſet 
forth the glorious Myſtery of Free 
Grace, and yet let the Devil of Licen- 
tiouſneſs Reign in their Lives, they then 
bear falſe Witneſs againſt the higheſt 
Truth, they give Chriſt. the deepeſt 
Wounds under a Profeſſion of being 
his greateſt Friends, and they harden 
a leaven d Generation of blind Lege- 
liſts in all their Blaſphemous Charges 

where- 


* 
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where with they load the precious Do- | 
Qtrine of the Goſpel. Will not GOD 
ſay to ſuch Men, what have you to 


40 to take my Goſpel into your 


Mouths? Will he not ſet their Sins 
in order before them? will he not 
be ſwift to Puniſh them? 2 


3. BE thankful for your Priviledge. 
It was a poor Contentment to a dying 
Philoſopher, when he thanked his 
falſe Deity's, becauſe. he was a Gre- 
cian and not a Barbarian, and not on- 
ly a Grecian, but an Athenian among 
the Greciazs, and a Philofopher among 
the Athenians, If you nave taken 
hold of Chriſt ye have then the high- 
eſt Priviledges wherein ye may re- 
joice. Te are Chriſtians and not In- 


fidels, true Believers and not Hereticks, 


Members of Chriſt, and not Aliens; 
Friends of GO D and not Enemies; 


Heirs of Heaven and not Out-caits and 


Orphans. Revolve in your Thoughts 
what your Peace with GO Dis. 

1. II is a Peace that will bring all 

to you. Job 22. 21. 2 

nom thy ſelf with him and be at Peace, 

thereby good ſhall come unto thee. —_— 


6 . 
6 %. 
„ 
- , 


g Peace with God. 


ö GOD isa GOD of Peace, he will 
then be the GOD of all Grace to 
you. When GOD whois the chief. 


; ; eſt Good is at Peace with you, what 


good thing can you then be without 
When you are at Peace with G OD, 
you may then believe and * for all 


things. 


2. IT is a Peace that can never be 
broken. The federal Tranſactions 
of GOD the Father about this Peace, 
and Chriſts compleat Purchaſe of it, 
render the Fraction and Diſſolution 
_ of it impoſſible. 


3. ITS a Peace that will run along 
with Eternity. It will be as a river. Iſa. 
. 48. 18. It will be like a river that is 
fed with a living Spring, andi is always 
running. Death is ſo far from deſtroy- 
ing this Peace, that it only rids a Belie- 
ver of the Troubles of this World, and 
brings him to enjoy Peace of Recon- 
Glan with GOD in all the glori- 
- ous Fruits of it. 


FINIS. 


